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Upon The 


BURDEN of DUMAE| 
[[< Iſaiah. XX1. 17, Ne | 1 


He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman , what of the [7 
Zoe, 3 Fs Watchman, what of the Nigh t 3.7he Watchs #7 

. man an [4 4, the Morning cometh, and 4h the Night * F 
-vuli® 2:42 Enquire Je: Return, Come. | 


_—_———. 


' Math.” I2. Relay Bt 7 Kingdom Suided again ﬆ # ſelf, i þ brought wits 
[| and Hoe drone againſt it ſelf, shall not | Lond. ws 
| pit 4 Y. 1-4 OV hinede way Yay (onſolation in Chriſt , if ay comfort 
> of Love, by any Fellawship o ag nth if any bowels and mercits 5 falfil 
ye my joy, that ye be like minded, having the ſame love, being of one ll 
of one mind. Let nothing be done thro Brite or vain glory , but in low tineſs of 
mind let each eftcem other 'better than themſelves. "Look not every man 
at his own hong; but every man alſo at the things of others. | 
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6s ſo viſible to every Eje, that OE q Fa | 
.'#. All the Symp roms that aþ appear ef C Þ 
cem to preſage pls i ſigns e.4 Aifmal Lay : 57 | mot . ble. 1 
ANNA 2701 ake 4 certarn (oncluſion about the pag peither 6 | 
+ our hop to attempt it: But if the Cauſe 'of. the Refarmarig! from Po YEKye | 
& really (6 valuable ang dear to us, as rofeſs ; Every Proteſant.ss 0 Lorca : 
ed his utmoſt A fiftance fo or ts Pa <A] There are very ma _ 
this this 5s ſuffic Mi ſecured. Y wiſe Laws , and learned 7 Put ". 
'1 beth which have their uſe, but will never of themſelves be ſo ceent to. fi 
4 End. Inward Holinels and Purity are requiſite to [ecnre.s etna 
- "OM bears theſe Charafter;, If our” Religion were of an Earthly Ors 104d 
ftitution,, ﬆ, might be defended well enough by Human ſirength and Þ 
ch methods as Rome Pagan nd Antichriſtian have found Neceſary 
for. the Jt pert of their Hierarchy. But 4 Dottrine which © comes from "Ry. 
and. _ thither , wwult bave E's chief feapert from renee > Firms ill be eſe 
minted by a ſerious compliance uuth zts Holy Deſign, Ne. refers after. 
all the Bookgof Controverſie, wherby the falſe Pronc 6 hd FÞ opery. have be 
expoi'd and oulre gothing but the Love of Tra Ience 7g. 
hl be 4 an  ofefiva Bulwark. « againſt _ Corruptions. " D gms. bei 
Rn Cc There 5s no wicked man, but needs {uch an. Opwm.. 
Popery to quiet yy Ceaſe , and reconcile a ſenſual ungodly Life. war, thy 
opes of Heaven: He hath alread: Teceiv'd many Errors for, Traub. >:404 {a 
is prepared to admit more: He #s deſtitrmte of that whic way Jem 

ſerve, bins from Deluſion : He never bad any Experience. of 4 
. - and Gertainty, the Truth and Power of the Princigles of Religion, 1þ 

ſettle and. eftablich his. : He hath not that AﬀeCon, to LORE, T1 Fr 6s 

thenld. make him. diligent 5 7 ſearching after it ; or that P SINOTS ew Ieps 7 
exable bin. to receive the {3 of Heaven) enly lip 7 por bn. a 
pratlical fear of God, or the Keepin of bis HA Ns * that any. ; 
«ſured ro be ta Je taught of God. So that the moſ. certain way co. keep the wing 
& t0 keep Conſcience towards God and men. 

On z bs er hand,, there 5s no ſuch Preparation for Po pery and ochar duagy 
nable Errors as a wicke# Heart and Life. When men receive horwhe Pruths! 
in the love of it , God ſends them ſtrong Delulions to believe Lies. 1h F: 
wen 4 are falſe and —__ to the vB (ped Principles a Chriſtianity; TR th 
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Ly eli ſion ; and no nel. wir hes are prong and down þ oy 
Cale I Jo ne 3 or. toſſed fo and fr LAT vs one Tas to Is. 
f none at all in the Pt Ree, Y 
bon ; in all the Conrti and. Kang « 


ethed the Rami Emiſſaries Fade ta 
| Sd where they could. have Admiſſion : After the ſame manner 
eb, he ir Ch + leads abþ on 70. Hell, have they mages to bring - men Lcd 
urchy wi ratifying the Luſts of men, and promotin tuouſe 
js al and ſenſuality, rel She Las s being WW £Y ao oy Hof. 
ern the Cheats and Impoſtures of t their Unſcriptural Dofrines and; 
| {dna the great Intereſt of all trus Proteſtants, ( who raking 
x. Seriprute for the only Rule of their Faith ,” deſires , and duty, Wine" tbe 
f oh Hive Religion, SY are all of one Church , ) ro we + every one 
_ and to promote ſerious odlineſs among. 4994.2 bens | 
7 x , und: en and fears of the threatning ory of fp 
4 ”7 Fthe'ss ris f it, An Union.in this would nel? 6: eaſy for. wh, begr 
p one onother in Love., notwithſtanding all our leſfer Differimees.” © 
'T his being recommended in 'the following Diſcourſe , whey Fe ſwbRlance of 
s Was on long fince preacht to the Englith Congregation here, the Pringing 
# f 'd might be of ſome uſe, and to that end was deſfited by ord 
che "(oke of our Brethien in England 7 have enlarged the tatier part ," 
+-5d wg former on another atcount. I am ſenſible; Thavt advenared© ehe' 
pi of many with qrox e that I may profit fir ſome 3 however, nEY 
7 adineſs and fir by fare er Light to b better inform'd , and La for 
ens 1 ppmarg wy recon Wo it to the Bleſſing of God. 6 
LA 
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OF als Haga Fr 
g. ps / OR | : 
A: Diſcourſe upon thoſe words of the Prophet, 
| Tfaiah, XXI. 11, 12. 
The Burden of Dumah. He calleth to me out of Seir, Watch=  -*_ 
"man, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night 2 The "4 
L Watchman ſaid, the morning cometh, and alſo the night : if 


ye will Enquire , Enquire ye: Return, come. 


= Hegreat difference among Interpreters is, whether 

by Vw: « . - oh 
ay, by D#mah be meant the Country of the Zhmachites, þ 
#591 or that of the /awmeans; whether the Race of (coffin 
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- } = which Moſes requeſted as their neareſtway,to Canaan , but it was- 
| Bearv 1.4% -denied em , and they paſſed by the borders of dyes, without | 
Dn entring into it, . . | 

6 Fol theibetter wiaderſtatidirig of this-and ſeveral'other places 
—X of H. Pcripture &7 any = 


all ſomewlar, 1, Concerning Eſas, 1 
br 2. His Conntry.' 3. The /aumeans, his Poſterity. - | 
C.- $1. Of Eſau, the Brother of /arob, ahd Father of the /dume- 


3 ans, we read that he'is called Ed»y. Gen. 25.v.30.; Eſlau, quaſe 

Þ - - Fattns, faith D*. Lightfoot, being born Hairy, as if he had been _ 
SS x5 of. mature Age: or Edom, red, fromthe Color of his Hair, And* © 

© rig: hb-:, aft@wards that nane was confirm'd ro him on the'Sale of hig 
A Bi Ne » for # ſs of redpontipe;, to his Brother Jacob. ® jy : 

x Catttenivtens an ity th out hap en berween the Poſte- 

rity. of the two Brothers was preſignified by their ſtruggling in 

their Mother's Womb. Gen. 2 5. The Lord ſaid nt» Rebecca, two T 
Nations are in thy Womb , and two manner of People chall be ſepara 
ted from thy Boxels ; and theone thalbbe ffronger than the other, and 
the Eldir (Efav )thall ſerve the Townger. "This Oracle ſhe kept in 
her mind, and fo firmly believ'd it,” that when Zacobſcrupled to 
follow her Counſel, as'to the mariner of obtaining his Fatter's 
: Bleſſing , left inſtead ot ir, (being diſcovered) he ſhould meer 
* Gen, 27, 12, With a.Curſe, the.tells himy, ©pon-mevve thy Curſe, 'my;ſon', only 
7% ae 5 voice. Tt.1snot improbable ther the teared leſt-the whole 
n "  Fathily might other vie be excluded fromthe Blefling of 4bra- 
hams : :apprehien difannulthe promiſe, as 


; ing ,thit God might juy | 
to ar, becauſe Sf His Priphanenefs', whichhe diſcovered, not 
| only by the-contempr of the Blefling , in ſelling his ſhare in it, 
22 WON nd gheTo ity Vith hin Buyacighte: orſoſmallemarter, burn his 
33, ** whole Converfation,'eſpectally by his Marriage-amoig the Hit- 
"i rites, 'whowere under the Qurle. of -God , and: robe rooted gur. 
| -. . Concerning one:of Efau's Wives, tis faid exprefiy;; that the was 
a Divghcer of EGhmacl; and:by that:miarviage , (againſttheCon- 
ſerit of his Parents, as is intimated by' their grief and concerrt'at - 
it,) Heendcavoredtoeſtabliſh'the Prertenſions and Plexof Ihmael, 
E- . the ſon of the Bondwoman., for 'the Blefhng of eAbraham, ro 
” peidaers the Excluſion of his Father {{ac;. in-whoſe Ine God had fixtir. 
Zeng wel _ $2. Concerning: the Conntry of Ea. He at firſt"inhabired the 
3759 Eaitern:part of /d«mea , and thereine;WMonnt Seir, or rhe Land of 
| Pilſert. 12. Sedy,. as tis Called , Gen. 32. 3. Bur before [7ael came out of eA- 
Dear. 2.12, | | opt, 
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2ypt , his Poſterity Nlewthe Herizes or Monims ofthe trace of (hey, 
"(who inhabited the ſouthern,.pant)\and-ſopoſſefied themſelves*of | 
all /damea (*) By the Sexth is fametimes:meant /dwwmea, andcon- /«)Sw Spun- 
founded with the Southern part-of Ixdea;” Efandwelr'in Sei be- Ink E, . 
fore the death: of Zaac ; - for fromthencehe came'inan” Hoſtile «4 
manner tomect. his Brother-Jacob., .yeturning from Afeſopatamia, © 3* 
whither he. had: xetired.,;afer-he- got the Bleſling, 'ro avoid 
the.R EYEnge which. his Brother threatned- | pon their Reeon- 
culliation: E/a#:returns to Ser. Gen, 32: 16.: He came afterwards 
'with _his: Family,'to Hebron ; and was there with his Brother, | 
ar the, Death and-Funerals: of their Father-JGac. '+Bur fach/ was $3 36: 6. 
the Increaſe of the two Families, ''that. the Land-could not bear zap 
them both ; there was-not ſutfhcient Paſtorage for their Cattel : 
therefore &ax departed: with his Family. and Subſtance, and went 
to, Mount Seir, and there remained the reſt of his Lite. - _ 

He being the; Prince of that Country,. the adjoyning/Red-ſea ,,,,, _ 


Opher, on the banks of the Red ſta , in the Land of Edom , 1 Kings, Erhream, 


©.c. 26. The Country oi /dumeis commonly dividedinto the Grea- Idamzum, 
m 


zerand Leſſer : rhe former ſwallowed up ; (ſaith (*) D”. Lightfoot) un- yo ecrithes, 


der the name of Arab:a, and theLefieror new /d#mea'is mention'd _ Toles 
; ; C. F. 


A 


Iz Br, : i vy : ced: & He- 
1. That, notwithſtanding "their Agreement in (reameſor , bizomum. 


yet the. Jealouſies and. Contentions berweem them and the* /ewvs 
wereirreconcileable. 'Fhey lookt apon their” Father Eſa i5 the 
Firſthorn, , {and that by the-privi ET »; the 
promiſedBlefling of the -Adeſfiah ſhould come-in"hisline :\ rival- 
Ling 2þ£: {feet ao having chocbigh t unto-it , but by 'Zacobs fup- 
>JancingabeirFather av. Bur Godhad particulartypromifed thar 
Bicſkng, ro the line of eAbrabam., J/aac , "and 'Tacob. On this ac- 
count he-js-ſo often ſtiled , the God of Abraham , the: God of \Iſaic, 
anc the Godof Tacob, todenote a ſpecial Relation to the Jews as his | 

Rs B 2 k, pe- CC 


— 


< WY 
br. oe 


_ Exhorcation to Repentance, 
inoppoſition tothe precences of alltheir Neigh- 
Scion hours. The God ham , and not of Lot, againſt the Moa- 
= rar: port. 2. bites, who deſcending from Lot pretended to the Blefling'of the 
_ p13: promiſed ſcedinthat line. The God of Zaac, and not of Zihmae!, 


againſt the Shwaciirer, who to thelike ptirpoſe pleaded thePrimo- 


Eſa, to exclude the Jdwmeans, of the race of Eſau, whotherefore 
- » Shared the /Faclites, and were always Jealous of them. 
"2 -gome wore ron See... mggy's in Sacraments among Chr;- 
fans, we find by Experience, doth rather produce Tee, 
_ than procurelove. The differences in other things aretherefore 


L 


fering parties, and are the more inſiſted on to the exaſperatin 
- of one-anather. Inſtances of the hike may be given in the diſcord 
between the /exws and the Samaritans. Epiphanins takesnotice of the 

n. Tow. Nazariter, whoacknowledged J. Chritt, but withal continued the 
;1b.t-H®- Cuſtomsand Ceremonies of the Jews, that ſuch was the hatred of 
the Jew-againſt them, that they did ſolemaly curſe*em three times 
a dayintheir re 6 Fo The Tw»rkshave an honourable Efteem 
of our SaviourJ. Chriſt, which the Tartars havenor, yet the latter 


oY 
55 4 
 . 
PE 
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and Perſians, tho both are Mabumetans , and both Circumcifed, 
they yer deteſt one another more than they do the Ehriſtzans, and 
will ſooner permit the Chriſtians to live among them, thantolerate 
one another. ; ; q _ 

2, 1 would farther obſerve, that the Hatredand Enmity of the | 
Jdnmeans againſt the 7ews , didonall occafionsdiſcover it ſelf, rill - 
2 the timeot the Macchabees. Nor only did they deny them a paſſage 
| %=mb,25 throtheir Gountry, but they took all opportunitiestojoyn with 

70 their Enemies , to ravage and ſpoilthem. When Nebachadneziar 
"© burar the City and Templeof Jern/alem, the Edomites (with others 
- 2Chren-35- who ſerv'd underhim ) rejoyC'tinits Ruin, andafliſted the Chalde- 
b- ans. Theycried,Raze it, Razert, eventotheground. Pſalm.157.v.7 Fol 
1 lowing the Chal/dean Army like Ravensto feed upon the Carcalles, 
4 whiCh tellby theirCruelty:& taking the advantage oftheirmiſeries, 


- 


_ Exe, 25.12: tobcRevenged uponthem. For which God threatens to take ven- 
35 _ geance on Edow. Of thisthe Church profeſſeth her Confidence, 
= 49.c, 8. 6O Pſalm. 8. God hath ſpoken inghis Holineſs -—- over Edom wil! I caft 
L-*  . out my hee. Tisan Emblem of ſubduing them under hisfeer. 7 will 
hb Tb ___ walk 


.geniture of their Father Zhmael. The God'of Faced, andnor of 


* thought the. more unreaſonable, andhard to be born by the dif- . 


' imbrace the Chriſtian Faith ſooner than the 7 #rks. So for the Twrks 
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_____. xAndUnton among Proteltants. | 5 
walkthro.poſſefs,& tread down the land ofE.dom:which was true when 
David put garriſons in Edom,, and all they of Edom became his ſervants. : 
He penned this Pſalm , when his General '/oab {more rwelve'thon- 2 Sem. 8.14. | 
and E,domites or \/dnumeans, in the Valley of Salt , andi 4biſhai ox 1 
thouſand ; ' and therfore called * &i@hteen thouſand. They arc called r cbrep. 18: 
Syrians in one, place, and Edomntes in another. et 
' During the captivity of the Jewsin Babylon, *tisthoughtthe 1as- _. 

zeans did ihvade thoſe partsof /xdea, that were wer >=: Log 
their Country and fixed there, till rooted out by the MMacchavees 
They ſerved the [#aclites.( the Seed of Jacob ) forabourt.ſeven hun- 
dred-years:: and: had no proper King 'ottheir own, till the time of 
. Jehoram, whenthey caſt oft the yoke of fudah. Every Vice-roy was Xu 8.20. 
called aKing till thatrime. Soweread , 1 Kings 22. 47. There 145 

no King in Edom , a Deputy was King: | 

It was foretold by old /ſaac, that the Time ſhould come when 

Eſan thould have theDominion, © breaktheToke of jacob from off his neck. yo 27.6. 
This began in Solomons time ( when he forſook God, and turned Feſeph: hy 
to Idolatry ) by Hadad , who fled tro &£gyprfor ſhelter, when $1 9.c.z- 
labs Army conquered /dumea; afterwards under Jehoram, they 

wholly revolted, and flew their King, who had beenſabje&to 
Fehoſaphat the Father of Jehoram. For about eight: hundred 

years they continued'a:free People, till therime of 7ohannes Fir- 14. 1ib. ig, 
canas , the ſon of Simon: the: Macchabee', who forced and com- © 77: 

lled them to receive Circumciſion and the Religious Rites and 

Ceremonies of the exs. © This: was one of the firſt Inſtances of 
Force uſed in the matter of Religion, which as it wasa ſymptom 
of the degenerate State of the /ewich Church at thar'time , ſo 
it. was attended with the: ordinary Conſequent of ſuch-Compul- 
ſion , viz. inſtead of making the J/dumeans fincere Profef 
ſors of the' /ewh Religion, it did but exaſperate; them the 
more againſt their Religion and Nation, *Twas an Evidence 
the Spirit of God had greatly forſaken the Jews under the ſecond 
Templez and it ſucceeded accordingly : for the Phariſees , who 
were lately his Favorites, and ſuggeſted that Counſel ro Hircannsy nya. lib. rg. 
and'pur him uponit, were the next whom he ſeverely proceeded ©36; 19. * 
againſt z for under the moſt grievous penalties he Forbic (and 
endcavor'd to abolish) their Opinions and Ordinances, 'and within 

a few years ,-the very Family of Hircanas too, (by contentions 


and quarrels among themſelves )-was extinquiſhr, and by the 4% 
| B 3 7 righteous : 
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= ri Jurlgoiont Is God', -the- Gaveramentof "the Jour. Foll 
” _. tothe. hands ofthe Jdnmrans , hen ſuch. as: Antipater: and-He- 
"2, pron averthem.. Afrerthisthe Jews weremorscarclul 4s well 
.-_ «hey.might nor. ro make/Pyoſelytes, to.their\Roligion/by-fraud - 
oriForce y-or to admitany bunch as ww chemalelves-freely '» 
ot (we! on ecanwgit | 
kt: ah that timie't FO BMNY were cor mpretyindeti@nion; the 
"= we Jews ,: and. /dwmen: began - ro: be. conjoujuted. with- Indea {at 
b Tv : rTeckon'diasaipart of Paleſtine.  Balaani i; prophecy had now: been. 
LO Grous* fillfilled, tharzEdon chak/dhe a Poſſtſpen,. aud Stir a Poſſeſion for 
 prem. cap 3 by Enemies. 24. Numb. x8-1/Phey. ;now: teputed as: /ervs, and: 
—_— © Herod, - the/ſonof Antipater ,, ot an Idwmean tack , .being theſon 
| of Parents. who- were: Proſelires,- might be called: rhe Brother of 
the Fes , and being by profeſſion: a lew ,.and ſtanding 1 inthe 
third Generation, mighr enter into-the- Congregacion, and bz 
| 5:6: de then. King. - Herotty family , ofthe r2ee.o'Edew , did-by Itave of 
3 Pao jer. the iRemays reiga oyer:the: Jews for rhe:ſpaceofan hundred years, 
| Wb-1'© If: rep bad Eſan dominion-over bis Brother Pacob', as foretold Gen. 27. c. 
| dub. Erang. 4©- till rhis-time-rhey were: ſeparated from the reſt ofthe world, 
pat: 1: under Governours of their own, whodeſcendedfrom Jacob ; and 
BD De Herodi this. is. the time, whea the comingof Shiloh the Meſſiah drew near. 
b- caſeben And wany{ do: herereckon the Accompliſhment ot that Prophecy 
4 58 m1. 49.:G@u...10, T] be Seepter chail nat depart from Judah, ell Shiloh come. 
ares. But thelcamed * Mr. 4ede hathprov'd that $hilo, or the Mel- 
k 2". peru Hah, 3w45.tocome, and thegatherimg of the Nations ( or Gentiles) wnto 
' Gen 49. 10. hmm, 'Was to be accompliſht, fn the Scepter ſhould finallyde- 
Bega nr from: Gidah, which was not fo ſoon. Joſephus mentions many 
|” adHar. 29. 1ces/ of the. violence. of the. Janmeans againtt their Brethren 
he aft;Eivil Wars of the. rs, whichiflued in the'Final De+ 
es Jud: dtc of Jerſalems, their Templey City, and\Nation,'by the 
+-©-5:5 Romnpins: when: W rath came uponrchem-tothe urtermolt, andthe 
Scepter departed fram>/adab, ſo thatrhey have continued with- 
outing preRrince , ordiltin&Governmentoftheirown, tothis 
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©, And Union among Proteſtants; > _-_ 


. Arid'the' Meſſub'; when defcribed as'a Conquetor over his Ene- | 
mies4''is ſaid to torr?" from Edom, with ayed Carmenti( orgarments 
ſtained /With Blood) from Boxra, the chief City of Tdumea. As 5 9 
the'name'of JFatl'is uſed for the' whole Church of God, fo the = 
Edomites by reaſon of 'their ancient Malice, and'near Neighbor- 
hoody'are-mentioiva"bya ſynccdochie for all other Adverſaries. 
On'this acct we read vf fo'many” Complaitits, and prayers, 
and imprecations of the Prophers againſt rheth,” andthe Deftru- | 
- &ion *thitated by God is anfwerable , in ſeyeral places. The . Duck. 
moderisJews would feign' make the + (briſtians, whom they call c 9 ana” 
Romans, tobe the Edom , that ſhallbe dettroyed, and the Roman bl ih 
Empire they-calt by the name of the Edomizical Empire, The an- 7: ww 


cient Jews by Edom , and the Remmant of Edom» ,- underſtood All $4 1.15 


the-reſt of Maikind beſides themſelves, or the 'Pewrch Nation q Fnry:; 
who deſcended from Jacob.” The ſpiritual viory of the Ale 793 © 
ah over all Nations is thus deſcribed by the Prophet, that his 'See Galarin, 
Miniſters ball Tay*tkeir hand 'on Edom ana Moab. 1/as. 11, C. 14. tb. 4. Rs] 
Moab is ſotetimestaken- in this general "fenfe. as Tas. 3 5. [-9 10: Baxeeof fone. 
Whar'we'tran{lite the Remnant, or Reſidue, of Edo, ' mos... 3cbi rok 
c. 12. ( according to the (preſent reading of the Hebrew Texr,) 1 
the Apoltle' Fames more truly renders , the Reſidue of men. 4 theor, 3. 
15. Cc. 16, r7.' as Mr. Medz, and Dr. Poceck oblerve. Tis there w 
fore-toId; thatwhenthe Tabernacte of David ſhall be raiſed up Tower ee. 
in Chrift, andthe Breathes thereof cloſed, chat rhe Gentiles ſal] #1 Uther. ; 
be-takenin yas well as the, Jexg. 1.» Mol Miſe. 
I how proceed from this Hiſtorical Account of the /Jumeans, *+:inlow 2 
to'conſider what's here (aid 'of thetn, or what'is contained in 
this Burden'of Dumah.” He calleth to me out of Seir , ſaying, Watch- f 
mull what of thenifht? &c; The Trop is commanded, by God, | 
in his vifion, 'to fer a Watchman ina | atch-rower,.. F by Do y. 6. 
" relared\ what he had feen Toncertiing old Babylon ,- 40 now de-_ 
clare what he had heard OTRng Dumah, or Jdumea: that he_ 
heard one'call tohim'out of Seir , ſaying, Watchman, what of the , , Wnt 
night ? for the better explication of this Queſtion,  and:the.Ans men: 4 Qu: 
ſwErto ir, 'in the; foliowing words , rhe Or inal-Text. (.a$ Ws, ceee -=j 
* riecefſary in other Places)" muſt be parephraſed, becauſe the ſenſe len. 1g, 
will not orherwilt be entire” and'tull , by a literal Tranflation 
into any Ser IE L TN T, ; 


Onecalling rothe Watchman out of Serr, repreſents the temper 


Cie» 3 p 
- \ EY 0 I —— a i GE IVE tt MURINE 1 Kd . "* Rn” * : 
. n NS rhe : & Eo Ar % PA BA WaePae® © ON feb ” 4 OE (rl 
OY Mr £0 9.1 47 Rs 0g Ps 0M AS ws a 7 orb eas at; SR PG 7 Ban Rt CL, 1 EE 
3 hg” I II PEA LS V5 WF but 7 PO BAT I dn RE das <4; 9s NF ag bln Fg ny p19 
' : LY A 7 Do WAR EOS nets 37 * Gat. tg AT IIA For oy os, WL : Lo ee i Ct, %B $ f 
x «gp . " To UE T3 P ", M - w . : : 


ee $1. 2404 bi $5 p \ 
X "I y 8 HE 8% a! . "bc Yr 3 
HI" WG bind * RET 7 * {0 %, WET 

. "* : 


_ An Exhortation ro Repentance , 


of all the reſt; who were ready. to ask_ the ſame queſtion , has 
ving.the ſame Apprehenſions of things, and as defirous tobe in- 
form'd; And this being repreſented in a Y5fon ,.the metaphori- 
cal ſenſe of Night is principally-to be conſidered , ſignifying a 
dark ſeaſon of Calamity, Fearand Terror, as the morning light 
is frequently expreſſive of Joy and Comfort. AGES 

The Qxeſtion may be conſidered in a dowble ſenſe, according. to 

- the Principle, from whence we may ſuppoſe itdid proceed :-either 

x. In Raillery.,, as the-cffe&t of a ſcoffing humour , that argued 

- "the greatneis of their Confidence and ſecurity ; whereupon they 
derided the Propher, andmade a mock of che Judgminity he. de- 
nounced, and threatned. Or 2. Asa ſerious Enquiry, from the real 
Danger of their caſe , and correſpondent Fears, and apprehen- 
Honsofit. ee”) 

'T. In Raillery, and fo the queſtion is ſuppoſed to be putbythe 
Edomites to Iſaiah, or ſome other Prophet of the [exr's, who had 
denounced Judgment on Ed9m. ( If it be to one of their. own 
Watchmen, thar had done the like , it will differ very little.) 

Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what.of the night ?. the 
- doubling 'of the . Expretlion. implies the greater:Derition® and 
ſcorn, ,,s. e. You profeſs to be commiſhon'd by God-to fore- 
»)1{ce evils to come, and to give warning of approaching Cala- 
,» mity; you have often threatned us with deſolating Judgments, 
,, and told usthey werenearathand, even atthe door ; bur where 
»»1s'that Nzght of darkneſs, and diſtreſs you would have frightned 
2» us with?” whence is it , that we have not long. ago been de- 
sz {troyed, as you told us weſhould be? We ſee nothing of the 
»» denounced "Tribulation and Miſery ; we feelnothing otall thoſe. 
» diſmal Things you prophecied ſhould come to paſs. Our 
zy Sun is nor yet ſet: no, we havea Brightand-a Proſperous Day; 
,yand have had fo ever ſince we caſt off the Yoke of dah, Or 
» thus.” Watchman, what of the Night ? What Tidings of Judg- 
,» ment do you farther bring ys? You have aid, it did hang over 
,» Our heads ; Is it. now any nearer than vengay Whar is be- 
-»Ccome of all your ſad ſtory of an approaching Night? Where 
3 are all the Terrible things you were wont to preſage? Watchmas, 
» What of the' Night? you pretend tobe a Man of God, who know 
y the times and the ſeaſons, and are favor'd with Viſions and 
,y Revelations bf things tocome; what turther Evils doyou threa- 
q ten 
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-._ , «And Union amoyg Proteſtants. 9 
3, ten us with ?' what is the next Miſchief and Calamity , we 
»»Aare to expe&t? What are we now to look-for ? Can you tell 
»» Us any thing more ? or is there any thing like to be true, of 
.»»4ll that which you have already told. us ? We have Liberty, 
»» Peace, andPlenty fofthepreſent, and willnot be afraid of any 
2) tragical Story you can threaten for the future. - -- | 

To this there is a modeſt and ſerious Anſwer in the follow-. 
ing words ; The Watchman ſaid , The Morning cometh, and alſo 
the Night. 5. e. ,, Tho now you Rejoyce in Proſperity , think 
,» your ſelves Happy for the preſent , and are confident and ſe- 
,»Cure,, With reſpeCct_to the future; as men after a dark and t& 
»»dious Night, rejoyce in the light ot. the Sun; yet your Coun- 
,ztry ſhall be made deſolate; 1'ribulation and diſtreſs ſhall as 
,, certainly overtake 'you, as the Morning will be ſucceeded by 
,» the Evening , or the Day by the Night. And ſuch a Night 
2» it ſhall be, as no morning of Deliverance ſhall follow after it. 
»» | Mal. 2,.3. Theretore if you will Enquire, Enquire; Return, 
,» Come : 4, e, if you would know the mind.of God , ask. ſc 
,,riouſly about it, andnotingn Ironical and ſcornful manner : if 
2, You would before it be too late underſtand your Danger, and 
,» prevent itz you ought without delay to conſider your caſe, 
, and Enquire. good Earneſt what isto be done : - and with that 
,» Femper:and Retolution, you may ret#rn, andcomeagain, and 
-» Enquire farther. . Or 470519 

2. Suppoſe the Queſtion to be Serious, from Fearand Terror, 
on the account of real and apprehended Danger z the Edomsres 
are then repreſented, as ſetting a Watchman in an high Tower, 
to obſerve the motions of an Enemy; & by reaſon of their 
Fears, .they call often to him, to know -what he diſcovereth. 
y Watchman, what of the night* Watchman , what of the night ? 
,» 5. e, Hath the Enemy attempted any thing farther ? doth he 
33 approach nearer? in what a poſture doth he ſeem to be ? are 
» We in any better, or in a wotſe Condition than before? _ 
»» What Time of the Nightis it? Is the Morning at hand? When | 
»y hall theſe Clouds be blown over? this night be ended? Is 
,zthere no proſpea , no approach of Deliverance ?- ſhall we 
,salway be thus in Fear and Terror? 'To this the Anſwer 1s very 
ſerious and proper, The Watchman ſaid , the. Morning co- 
meth, and alſe the Night, 5. e, ,,You think 'at the approach 
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_ .Hn. Exbortatign to Repentance, 
,» of this morning thatiyour Fears will be ſcattered, and the 
»»grounds of them \removed, and your danger be -altdgether 
» paſt, and therfore-wiſh for the Morning, and would. fain'be 
»,inform'd how near it is : Burt you deceive your ſelves if you 
» think your Calamity will be of ſo ſhort a Continuance, asonly 
,» for one day : for after the-break of day'hath put an'end to zhes 
23 Night , youmuſte another - If you are not pillag'd,: and 
» deſtroyed , «and made Defolate, by this attempt of the Enemy, 
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any, the preſent Night , another will quickly come , and 
» yourDanger willnot be leſs afrer the preſent cloud 1sdiſperſt. The 
55 whe. may come, as toa deliverance from preſent fears, but 
the Night will alſo: come: ' tho you get out of ove Trouble, you 
,5 Will 'be involved in another ; and you will' need ro Enquire 
,»again, be as much at a'loſs as now, and as ſolicitous'to be * 
yinform'd of your danger, and to prevent it. Therefore, if 
29J0K will Enquire, Enquire, and Tarry here with me (fo the Sep- 
93 twagint exprelisit, )' or; abide near me, and you ſhall know*'what 
1 can tell 'you.' . Or thus, /f-you will Empuire , Enquire ; 5. e. 
,» you may go , and come, and ask 4Þrin , one Morning after 
,y another, -and' one: Night after another ; as far as Icandiſcern, / 
your _—_— is not paſt, or like to be. If therefore you will 
33 Enquire, do-ſo, -go and Retern again, and. come for Informa- 
zz tian another time ; as far as Þ perceive ,- there wilFbe'need of 
»» further Inquiries. Your Fears, as to the grounds of them, 
gsmay juſtly Continue:- at leaſt, I ſee nothing formy partto the 
33 Contrary : if:yow can ſee any thing that hath a better andmore 
2», favorable Aſpect , oye: would be glad to hear it ; Retwrn, and 
z.come, anditcll us. } But the moſt take theſe laſt words, as an 
» Exhortation fo Repentance. If you 411 Enquire , -make fuch an 
_ 5 Enquiry as mayibewffome ulc-and advantage. ' Not only to 
»» arisfte your Curiofity by:the'knowledg of your Danger, bur 
, ſuchas may affiſt you to eſcape it. Let me- adviſe you. to ach 
2341 Enquiry, as may-doyou real ſervice. Such queſtions as you 
| = will fignifie little , if not in order to ſomewhat farther. 

-he great Gueſtion ſhould be, How toappeaſethe diſpleaſure 
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25 of God, and turn away his Wrath ; or how to meet him in 

,y the way of his Judgments. . Therefore Retwrn' to God by Re- 

»»Ppentance, and Come, and\.joyn your fclves with his People. 

2» (Tarry withme , or nearme) and try what may bedoneby Pray. 
: 9, CI 
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_ <And Union among.Proteltants. ' 1: 
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. This Burden of Dxmah being thus Paraphras'd ,.and explain'd, 


render the Light, which yet ſhines, more ſtcady and glorious, 
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C75 iy "mn "Eatery to Repentance, 
- denof the Cards Every man 7 wonth thall be his Burden.” Ye Jaws 
therein perverted the'words of 'the living! God : therefore ye chall 
rather ſay, what hath the Lord anſwered”, 'or what hath he 


amity-againft a. People, axe ſo frequently mention'd urider this 
- «name, and the Execution of them have a fame-appellative, 
(Every wan chall bear his own” burden, 5. ſuffer the punish- 
ment due-'to his'fin, ) we may therefore conſider the Threatnings 
of fndgment ,' as very fitly ftiſed by this name of a Burden, with” 
| relation, 7.” to Ged, 'who threatens\nd inflits Judgment. 2. To 
$.. tis Prophets ,. and Miniſters, who. in his Name denounce, and 
declare his threatned Wrath. 3. To the People , againſt whom 
2208 | part J udgrnents arc threarned , and uport whom they are Exe- 
Ez =. Cute 
" _T "7 1'0 Ged himſelf. The Judgments which he threatens and - 
þ-2 inflis may be term'd Burdens , becauſe he doth not Afi wil- 
= Lament.'3. iy ly, or grieve the Children of men, much leſs deſtroy them. 
= { Jadgm Ent-is his ſtrange .zwork , and be cometh out'of his Place, 
Re coinich to make deſfolare.' He-waits long, and calls 
often ard loud, _ ies frequent warning”, and doth not exe- 
core Judgment haſtily, and in a Paſſion; And whenthe Honour 
* his Name makes Puniient neceſſary,” yet how loath andun- 
Hs, ſents be!” How backwar and | Averſe to ſuch 
; Ephraim !- How'thall 1 deliver 
the thee as Admah How #hall T ſes 
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: Ne kindneſs'i in my. Heart itt thee, that 


a are wo , my alfeQions tirr'd, 2 and L 
res | Xe $2 know 


ſpoken. However; fince"the PrediCtions and -Menaces of Ca-- 


notepad rant fete ; how. ſhall I deliver thee over to final- 


Thow to forſake thee: "when" it comes: to the Exe- 
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And Union among Proteitants. 3. 

»» know-not how to doit. Ay Repentings are kindled tegether; all 
,» the thoughts and arguments that might perſwade me to reperit 
,, of my threatned Judgments, arcall muſter'd together todiflwade 
»» me, ſo that I begin to Repent of the Evils I have threatned. 
931 Will not Execute the fiercenef, of mine Anger , and make a: full 
,y end of thee. Thelike in other Places: O-1/rael! what ſhallIdo unto p 
. Thee? O Zndab! whathall I do unto thee? Oh that there were ſuch an nf 6. c. 4. 
Heartinthem? Oh that they knew the things of their Peace / How long 5 A pgs 
doth he wait ona ſinful Nation ! how earneſtly doth he ſummon 4, 5. | 
them to Repentance ! fomettmes by the voice of his Prophets; 
Woirg them by his prophets, who have the Sword: of his- 
mourh,' 6. Ho. 5. That they may not be cut off by the ſword 
of Judgment, And ſometimes in the threatning ot Judgment, 
he roars like a Lion, that he may not devour, and tearin pieces. 
By lefler ſtrokes of Judgment , bis ſometimes gives warning to 
prong greater. 'He firſt makes uſe of a pruning Hook. , betore 

e takes the Ax in hand ; he ſpeaks: once, yea twice, and a 
third time, doubling and trebling his calls ro Repentance, by 
the Voice of his Rod, before he gives over a. people called by his 
Name. He ſhoots his arrows of lefler Judgments , as Jonathan » Sw». 20. 6. 
did his to David, with Letters round about them; nor utterly 
rodeftroy, bur mercifully ro inſtruct. He is firſt as «4 orh ro 
Iſrael, and as rottenneſs to Fudah , before he comes like 4 Liow, 
and 4'Beay, to deſtroy. The Impenitent Fexws had lefler Judg- 
ments, the beginning of ſorrows , before Wrath came upon:them 
ro the uttermoſt. We-read of Golden YVials full of the wrath 
of God , 15. Rev. 7. | Golden Vials , becauſe the death of men 
1s | Sq , - and God delights not in it : and Yials , ſuch 
veſſels as no great Evils can :come out of at oncez coming out 
thro a narrow neck, they hinder one another, and cannot come 
out but by degrees; unleſs we break the Vials in pieces by bol- 
der provocations , and haſten deſtructive Judgments -on our 
ſelves. Nay , he doth not preſently deſtroy , tho his warnings 
be lighted; bur all the day un , he is ſaid zo ſpreadont his hands 
' to0a ftiff-necked and rebellious People; tho he might have confum'd 
them in\.the 'morning , or at noon. * He ſets many Beacons on 
fire, ſhoots off many a warning piece, and gives many an Alarm 
to- awaken us to Repentance. He firſt whers his ſword, .and Palm 7. 1» = 
bends his bow , and makes ready his vin . He was but fx days 
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 . their deltruQion, and. then-.recals the Warrant ,. and tries one 
” _ _ year longer. When Juflice:renews herplea, Mercy interpoſeth 
to beg; a-reprieve,.and.pardon, Of this account God permir- 
ted. Abrabam to plead. with him. ſo long on the behalf.of Sodom 
and -Gomorrah:, and the other Cities of the Plain ; If there be 
bur- Fifty, if there be but Forty . if there be bur Thirc, bur 
Twenty ,' but Ten Righreons Perſons, for whoſe ſake he. ſhould 
ſpare.them, .it ſhould be'done, God was willing to hear the 
utmoſt which Abrabam could urge , to,preventtheir deſtruttion: 
as if he had told him, that. he would have been glad to meer 
with an; Argument, that mightdifſwade him from ſo unpleafing 
a-work. He:grants bim ſo often, till the Patriarch was aſha- 
med. .to, ask further. So unwilling was God to. deſtroy; ſuch 
A SOR” 16-005 inflicting. of Judgment., even to. God him- 
{clf. __ 
2, Tis a Burden to the Prophets and « Miniſters, who. are: 
imployed to denounce and declare the. Judgments of God, How 
doth\the Prophet aiah expreſs his Aﬀection in ſuch, a caſe, 
when he was to. threaten Judgment tn the. name of the -Lord, 
and. foreſaw the'Execution ot-1t;: 22 Chap. 4,5. Look qwayfrom 
we, .1 will hebitter in" weeping; labour not to. comfort me , becauſe. © 
of. tha ſp ing of the Daughter of my people: For it is. a day of 
Trouble, and. of treading down, and of. Perplexity by the. Lord God 
of, Hoſts ,. in the valley of Vifon. So the Prophet Zeremy. 4. C. 
19; My: Bowels.,.my Bowels;, I am pained at my very heart; 
wy; Heart maketh 4- noiſe in me., 1 cannot bold my Peace, becauſe 
thon baſt heard, O my ſoul, the ſound of the Tromper,, the. alarm 
of: Wax. By the ſpurit of Prophecy he knew it was at, hand', 
and: as certain ,, as if he had already: heard it.. And when. the 
Zeaws (cofed; at:the word of the Lord,. and dar'd-his VENgEAnce 
ſaying, ler it come, . 17: c, 15. How doth-he. appeal to. Gad, + 
Vs 16 fr forme:,, 1 have not haſtned frombeing.a Paſtor to- fob 
"low thee : (5. e, as | did-not;, on my own head,  withourthy call, 
ſeek the Office of a, Propher'to this people',, ſo being called ,, I 
. did. not decline to follow- thee) neither have 1 defired the woful 
day, thou knoweſt: that which came out of my Lip 1045 right befors 
"Rey Vs Fog Pr thee 
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thee. i.e, 1 was loath to be a Meſſenger of ſuch fad Tidings, 
bur T have done it in obedience to thee, Lord, thou knoweſt. 
So for Spiritual and Eternal Indgments, threatned by the 445- 
niſters.of Chriſt ro the Impenitent; Tis a Burden to their ſouls 
to conſider the Folly, and” fore-ſee the Miſery of hardned.,-de- 
luded-ſinners, and declare the woesand curſes in the book of God 
againſt rhem, F . Poe 
© "But tho wwe Yell you Weeping: as the Apoſtle , 2 Phil. 18. we 
"muſt declare, that their End will be Deſtruftion,, whoare Enemies 
to the Croſs of Chriſt by wicked works, ' You force us toſpeak 
ternbly, in the name of the Lord, We had rather beAmbaſſa- 
dors ot Peace, than Heralds of War : We would fejgnbe every 
one 4 Barnabas, Sons of Conſolation z bur in faithfulneſs to our 
truſt from God , and to the ſouls of men , we mult frequently 
be Boanerges's, Sons of Thunder: We would rather bring no- 
thing bur glad- tidings of Joy , but *ris part of our Commiſſion 
to publiſh the Severity, as well as the Mercy of God; and knows 
ing the Terrors of the Lord , doendeavor to perſwade men, by 
that which may work upon their Fears, as well as-their Hopes. 
We would rather be like Doves, to bringan Olive branch in our 
mouths: , as a ſymbol of Peace and Reconciliation, than like 
Ravens, to preſage Death, croak Funerals, and.toretel deſtru- 
&ion; but cccfliepin laid upon us, to declare the whole Connſel 
of God; not only, that whoſoever believes and obeys the\Guſpel 
shall be ſaved; but that he who doth not , shall be damned, he 
is condemn'd already, and the wrath of God abideth on him ; that. 
there is no eſcaping.,, if we neglet ſo great ſalvations and except 
you "Repent, Þ anfleayenn erish, | | | 
2: A Burden to the People , and Perſons ,. againſt whom Judg- 
' ent is either threatned, or infiited, Moſt men would have us 
Prophecy nothing but ſmooth and pleaſant things , and care 
_ not to hear of he tiwors of the Lord, of the certain and intole- 
rable Damnation of the Wicked ,, who will not turn and live. 
This is /egal preaching , ſaith one ; this will fright'men out of 
their wits, ſaith*another; theſe are hard ſayings, who can bear 
*em; this is the way to make men run diſtracted , and to drive 
them to Di/pair z and if all this be true , who shall , who can 
be ſaved ? Therefore many think, and fome ſay , of the moſt 
Faithful Miniſters of Chriſt , what the Prieſt of Bethel ſaid = 
* he 


4 
- 


© 16- "©. tn Exhortation to Repentance, 
Was: 9. 6. Teroboam coacernir Amos , The land is not able to bear his words, 
240 + Accordingtothepredidion, that inthelatter days, men hall not en- 


Wh. os po (and ſearching) Doftrine. Oa this account the wen of the ' 


"2 z Or Carnal, ſenſual men,are ſaid to Rejoyce at the filencingand 
Eons ':.c Mlaying of the Wimeſſes, becauſe they tormented them with their 

” xx  DMWords. Butit the threatning, and Denunciation of divine Judg- - 
| ments be 1o burdenſom ; what will the Execution of them be? 
If the roaging of the Lion be ſordreadfub, what will irbe, when 
he ſhall deyour and tear in PO ? If the menicing Yorce of 
God by his Meſſengers be ſa heavy, ( when he is faid ro Hew 
men by his Prophers,) how much heavier will his Hand be in 
the inflicting Judgment? If the meſſage of the Word be inſup- 
portable ,, which tells you , ' you muſt Tyrnor Dye, Repent or Pe- +> 
Twb; if that flash Hell fire in your faces, and you cannor bear it ; 
how much leſs will you be able to bear the Wrath of God, 
 , _- _asa Conſuming Fire, when he ſhall make good his word, and 

- #275 fulfil. his threatnings ? They therefore who fay , where is the 
ts © word of the Lord? let it come 3 who deſire the day of the Lord, 'and 
Jul $.C-19: py, lechins make ſpeed , and haſten his work , that we may ſee it ;* and 

b ket his (ounſel draw nigh , that we may know it; they know not what 

; "they ſay ; for the day of the Lord is Darkiieſi, and not Light, 'They 
know not. what they, wiſh ; for all his threatnings will prove 
'Terrible Burdens whenever they areexecured, however now they . 
gow: ng , and made light of, Which brings me to the Se- 
cond thing propos'd, viz. ; 

2. From the Queſtion , Watchman ; what of the Night? as in 
Raillery and derifion of the Prophet, to confider the Sin , and 
Folly , and Danger of mocking at the threatned Judgments of God, 
whether temporal , or Eternal. [mention both, becauſe-the {ame - - 
Principle of WY is the ſource of both : and thar I may ren- 
= this diſcourſe rhe more uſeful to every Reader , lerus con- 

OO IIONE HE 
1. The $5 of Scoffing. The Devil hath tried without ſuc- 
ceſs, by the Rage of Perſecutors, and by the ſubtilty of De- 
ceivers aad falſe Teachers, to deſtroy Religion, and banish the 
| Fear of God out of the world -.but of late he hath attempted 
the ſame thing by Atheiſts and Sadduces, -and Epicurean Deiſts, 
endeayoring by drolery, and Buffoonry to expole the Myſteries 
of Religion to contempt, and render them ridiculous; deriding 
; | "+ Ihe 
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. . "And.Union emong-Proteftants.  ' 17 
the. Threatnings' and Fears-of divine Judgment as a groundleſs 
| Ne —_— the trade of Miniſters, and the trick” of States 


Men. Such Seoffers, *ris foretold, ſhould ariſe the Latter.dayr, 7aarr, 13. 
walking after.their own tuſftc.. In orber fins men do not ſo-diretly © 
; ſtrike ar God, but ſeek the SatisfaQtion of ſome luſt or appetite; 
| but in this ſcoffing humour there is animmediate Afront toGod, 
a downright Contempt of-him, and oppoſition to him: whereas 
the very Devils own his Being ,, .and-tremble at his:Power and 
Vengeance. | | _ : ts 
2. However they may ſet up tor Wits , and think themſelves 
conſiderable , afſoon as. they -are Impudent enough to break a 
Jeſt upon the H. Scriptures, and deride Religion , yet: zhis their 
way is their Folly. | Not only as againſt all' the rules of good 
Manners , to make a mock of that , which the greateſt par of + 
their Neighbors and Acquaintance do reverence, and reckon 
ſacred; but as they employ their Underſtanding, Fancy, and . - 
Wir againſt the God who:gave them Reaſon , and a Capacity 
for Religion., to diſtinguiſh them from Brutes : and as in de- 
flance to all reaſon, -they :contradict the faith of all SON and 
the Experience of all Ages; and run againſt the ſerled Judgment 
and - Teſtimony of all wiſe" and ſober men , who have inquir'd 
Into theſe things : yea ſome of them againſt their own Convi- 
- Etions and Experience , which they have drown'd by ſenſua- 
lity, and made a ſhift to forget: bur the Folly of it willbe more 
? apparent, if we-conſider, 3-4 | 
3. The Danger of it: for if therebe a God, an infinitely Holy, , 
Almighty; and Righteous God, and the Scriptures be his word, _ | 
they pulldown vengeance on their own heads, -laugh themſelyes : 
into Miſery and Ruin , and ſhall dearly pay for their fcoffing b 
Humour : let them read 28 7a. 14, 15, 18. and tremble. | 3 
?Tis - ſeldom they eſcape the Righteous Judgment of God in 
1]. this world; Yea the places where ſuch infectthe' Airy and the 
Societies'to which they are related, do fare the worle for. them, 
2 Chrow.. 36: c. 15, 16. They mocked the Aeſſengers of God, and de- 
ſpiſed his word , "till the wrath of God roſe againſt his People , and 
there. 14s no Remeay..' But if in this world, they eſcape, the day 
.is haſtning-, ( and' oh-how certain., 'and how near is that day }) 
when God will -ſpeak_to them in his wrath, and vex them in his ſore 
 dipleaſiire. '\ And When Death a Judgment are in view, vu 
- : - they 


Eo. 
and'by foolish Jefts and Raillery, make a-moek of Sin 
hb, i {uffe s, 


cometh? That day is haſtening ; for as the dorning cometh, ſo- 
alſothe Night , which is next to be conſidered, | 562 os 
© 3. From'the S=cceſſion of the Night to the Day, that u Time of 


" and fo 
SN. oF rs will appear to be true”, both as to particular Perſons,. 


along Continuance of Earthly Bleffings , ſome grear Diſaſter and 
Calamity, ſome ſurprizing Stroke of Judgment doth ſeiſe us-on 


the ſcene alter, and: our Light £2 -out in darkneſs, - Let us 

| abuſing it , knowing: that the 
Faihion. of the World paſſeth away. *Tis certain, the cleareſtand-moſt _ 
proſperous and brighteſt Day of the Wicked, will bef6Howed by 
an Everlaſting Night. Yet a little while , and their Sun will 
fert., -and | Darkneſs ,- that may be felt , YVarer',' and Eternal © 
Darkneſs, be the Portion of their Cup; If we believeand fore. 
ke it , let us not envy their preſent Swn-chine:; for after they 
have warm'd themſelves while , *with the ſparks of their own 
kindling ,. they ſhall lie down in Sorrow, 2..Tistrucof Natvonc. 
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which js ſucceeded by a Night of Judgment and publick C -g 
'Ths God had fayor'd the ws jbos, © pporinar" ick Calamity 


.be like unto me. "ou ſhall have their timeof darkneſsand diſtreſs, 
as TI have mine. T | 


frequent warning before hedoth execute vengeance on a Wicked 

People; but when they have filled up the meaſure of their fins, 

All their Priviledges and prayers ſhall not ſaverhem. Tho Noah, 

bb, .and Daniel thould intercede for them , he will not be in- 

treated; Then ſhall they cry unto the Lord , but he will not 

hear them , - he ill even hide his face from them at that time, as ,, 

| they have behaved themſelves evil in: their doings: And all their : ma Ag 
Auxiliaries and Succors , all their Friends, Confederates, and 
Allies ſhall prove a va» Refuge. 'Now that we may know how V? 
far we and our Brethren are concerned in this, and what uſe we 
ought to make of ſuch a RefleCtion, let us , 

4. Conſider this Qweſtion in the Text, as Serions Enquiry, by 

thoſe who apprehended themſelves , and their Country, ina. 

- more than ordinary Danger , and the Avſiver to it, ascontaining 

- proper Counſel and Advice to prevent a threatned ſtorm , that -— 3 
we may be informed, 1. What time-of the Night ir is with us, - 
and refle&t upon: the figns of a Darker Night 5pproaching, atleaſt 
enquire, whether the ſtate of our Caſe be not ſuch as maycauſe "2M 
us to apprehend and fear it. 2. . Upon ſuch an Enquiry, con- 
fider what Retwrning to God by Repentance , and. to loye and 

' unity withone Another, is our mw Dwty, that if it be not m 
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71 bortatzou ro Repentance, ' 

late, we may yer preyeat it. That there are ſome Signs of the. 

- Times that we not only may , but owght to obſerve ,” cannot be 

denied ; becauſe ſome are operative and e Moral, which have an 
«Rive inf ence. on the ditmal Eyents they prelignifie :' There: 
are others. which are only I4dicative 3 and concerning them'*ris 
more difficult certainly to. determin or ro make a ue ment 
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by*em.  Altho I am far from preſcribing limits to the Long- 
ſuffering of God, or pretending to tell , when his Patience will 
Expire , and bear no longer . with the Provocations of Engl 
_ Proteſtants; yet, to refle& on the Moral Prognoſtications.,* and. 
PERL fore - runners of National Calamity , can neither: be 
' preſurnptuous or impertinent , but a ſeafonable duty z becauſe: . 
tis by a ſerious obſervation of ſuch things, that God awakens 
his People to betake themſelvesto their Hiding place, in obedience 
. to that Call, 26 1s. 20,21. Come my People , enter thou mito thy © 
(hambers , and that thy deors about thee : hide thy ſelf as it were for 
* & little moment , until the Indignation:be over paſt ; for behold the Lord. 
 Cometh ont of his place to beam: the Inhabitants of the Earth for their. 
; Tniquities. Such things the wicked, who continue to do wickedly, 
| © sball not underſtand; but the wiſe shall underſtand. 12 Dan. 4, 10. 
And the on. Sag of obſerving theſe things , is the ſubje& of-a di- 
vine Complaint and 'Threatning : that the, fork, and the Crane, 
-  .- and the Swallow ſhould. know their time z 'but my People; faith: 
Jer.s.,, God, know not the Judgment of the Lord. 5. e. They will not 
| Haw 25: 5: obſerve, they do not take notice of what I have done, or am 
2 - about to do in the Earth. 
b - . That the night is not paſt, -with reſpe& to the Reforwed Chuy- 
by ches, but further Darknefs to. be expe&ted , may be arguedin the 
general, from the flourishing ot that eAntichriſtian Kingdom, 
and Intereſt , whoſe Deftruftion God hath promis'd, and we 
ExpeR. And who can imagin, that ſuch t things, as God- 
hath foretold, concerning the final Ruin: of Babylo» , ſhould 
ever be effected without great Commotions? The laſt ſtrug- 
glings of Antichrif to fupport the throne of the Beaſt, we 
may preſume, will be'the fierceſt. We read of an Earthquake 
to precede the Raiſing of the Witneſſes, Rev. 11.'13. and of 
another great Earthquake, at the Fall of Babylon. 16 ch. 18, Bleb 
ſed 1s he , who'thall be counted. worthy to eſcape the things 
2 ' coming on the Earth , and to ſtand betore the Son Ll HOW 
8 | | er CrCco 
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mention. : | 
1. Tho in the Evening time it maybe Light, yet the diminution 
of Heat; by the declining Sun, berokens Night to be at hand.- 
Such is the increaſe of Knowledg among Proteſtants, (and Bleſ-" 
ſed be God,” the Light is much greater than formerly) that ſome ' 
are ready to conclude on that account, that we have nothing . 
-to apprehend or fear. But we have no ſuch reaſon to be Con- 
fident, conſidering the prevalency 'and ſpreading of _ perni- _ 
tious Errors againſt the Myſteries :of Faith ;- that a Flood of 
theſe is of late come out of the Mouth -of the old'ſerpent. ' If 
withal' we conſider the Prejudices and obſtinacy of the myſt for 
che Opinions they have blind) receiv'd ,” againſt the Evidence 
ang ConviCtion of farther Eight. And 'the-miſerable negle& of 
Catechiſing younger perſons, in private and'in publick\ to the 
ſhame oft Englih Proteſtants in” compariſon with the Datch , or | 
French: ſo that multitudes have a Zeal for the Reformed Reli- 
_ gion, but- not" according to Knowlag ; and by 'ignorance of the 
rounds and Principles of Faith and Pradtice, 'are prepared for - 
Apoſtacy' and of thoſe who know the Trmth, the 7. name” 
hold-it in 'Unrighteowſneſt ; the 'Light-ſhines'in darkneſs, and - 
they have not recezved the Truth in the - Love of 3t. However, + 
anting'that there is more #eht' than formerly'; may it- not: be. 
the laft blaze of the Candle of the Lord, gaſping as it were  - 
littleflaſh of Light, before it be quite Exrint , and the Candle- 


ſtick remov'd ? Becaufe' the Light of Truth is accompanied. 

with little warmth-of Devotion, little love to God, and fervor. 

in his Service. - A'.ſpjrit of oy ag Indiffexence, and 
bs _ . RAR ITE Y: 26 .., Fotr 


ath, verſprea Tn Clmrches, = all Places. "Apa 
ESR Lataonog: Contagioa ? When the 
| 4- roteſtants. grow Looſe, and Vain, Corercts, and 
ldly, Proud and Senfual, in any particular Countr Y » may 

& ne Toit che il Be chow ins of bis ouch ? zenthey 
© the © Far Ns er he will come quickly to: the like 


ſt them, as. againſt the Church of Epheſus? 
ar as Io ces. from a People, as he Tok from Par- 
; ron Perſons. he is caſt out of the Heart, then: out of 


the. Cloſer.,. ſecrer Devorion i is neglected. z then out. of the Family, 
he is not invok't and called upon there z then out of the Con- 
gregatien, publick- Ordinances are laid aſide as uſcleſs 3. and at 
4 latt the = given up to aſpirit of Prophaneneſs and Zrreligion. Any 
BE be, thoſe. degrees have a threatning aſpe& as to a. further pro- 
BY: ern. The Tree is firſt Barren, and brings forth'no Fra) then 
=- "NO. Leaves, then no Bark, and ſo is fit tor. the Ax, and to be 
Wc caſt. into the Fire. , So a_gradud/ Departure of the Preſence of 
 .** Godfrom his: T, emple. (.as repreſented in the Prophets vifion.- by 
l © | five ſevcral removes) threatens further and final torſaking. For 
AS 4t np not the-.Ark of God .alove, with the Mercy-ſcat cos 
_with.Cherubims , but the Anſwers given immediately by 
Toa the Holy Place, that were the: undoubted evidences of 
reſence oO his Glory with-J#acl; ſo it-is not the Do&trine 
ke Goſpel alone, and the publick Miniſtry of it, in our days; 
Te rhe Powerful Operations' of the Spirit by' the Goſpel on 
the Conſciences and Lives of men, that. is the cleareſt demon- 
ftration.of his Gracious Preſence. *Tis true, there is much 
{4 by Preaching, bur few-hard Hearts are melted and fott- 
"ned, few blind Eyes open'd; comparatively but a few'in mot pla* 
| The. Word -is. a dead Letter for the moſt- part., preacht 
and heard without. the Life, and Heat , and Power of the Quick» 
Uſa. 6.9, 19 ning Spirit. . Thus it. was with the Zews before the Babylonich 
vn 1246. 19199 b and fo. in our'B. Saviour's time. before their final 


©. \S. When Drowſfmef, g ſpirit of /amber and ; Ke doth ge- 
nerally obtain; not only amon ng the Foolich Virgins,” but even 

- thoſe who would be accounted Hiſe : When. Chriftsans are more 
.careleſs and confident than ordinary., ſetled on their lees., little 


concern'd for any. thing but their own Repoſe z and loath - 
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be flirred up , and kept from fleeping. Tis 'an'ill fign, when 
Nei 


rho their Neighbours Houſe be on Fire, they areno more af- 
feed with it, than men faſt aflegp on their beds 5 ſucha ſpi- 
ritual Judgment doth commonly end in Temporal Plagues: that 


they who are not ſenſible of the one, 'may be made to feel the 

other. For ſuch a provocation,. God-:commands the Prophet, 

to. ſer the Trumpet to his month”, and proclaim war againſt ' J7ael. ny; 3:1, 
Eſpecially when | former warnings have been my prece-- | O 
ding Judgments diſregarded , the word of God defpiſed', his- - 
Meſſengers mockt,.-and his Miniſtersfilenc'd, in ſuch a caſe we-- 

read,. that his 1wrath aroſe againſt them, and there was no Remeay:- 

For this God threatned, to ſearch Fernſalem with Candles, and pu- . c4;om. << 
nizh the men ſetled on their lees : who ſay in their Hearts,” The Lord. 0 oO oY 
will not do good, neither will he do- Evil, The Security of "Parts 12% * 


- enlar Petſons is a Pong of their Ruin 5 when the flothfdl and 2: 1% 


wicked ſervant thinks his Lord doth delay his coming, hewill 
come , and cut him aſunder in'« day when he lboketh wet for ... ih: 
him, and in an hour that he is-not aware of « when eAgag fad T4 w 
the Bitterneſs of death is paſt, he was nearetſt- Execution: When 


' the Rich-Fool in the Parable ,-ſaid, ſoul take rhine. eaſe; the next 


news we hear of him , is that the Pillow is pluckt from under 
his Head, and he is. caſt into Hell. So for Nations, in the In- 
ſtances of the o/d world, of Sodom and Gomorrah. the People of 


\ the Fes and the Romch Babylon , whoſe 'Plagues ſhall come 


>daenly, upon her , as in one day, when ſhe fits as a Queen, and x,.. 5-2. 
Sinks hs Mal fee no Evil. / Wo bs: 
3- The night is a Time of Soktarmeſ#; 'men don't meet togee | 
ther in ſuch Pagans by _m__ AS by \Day.- In the Ey we. 
every one ſecks a Shelter , and an Hiding-place for himſett to- 
reſt in... Thus a. ſelfiſh, narrow yg (peie gear ' ob-- 
taining: among any People ,. is an ill fign that-a Night of Cala- 
mity is at hand: When all wind their own thing, and few | 
or none the things of Chx;ft, or of their common 'Peace.- And *%.z- 4217 
here the want of Concord and Union among Proteſtants, Diviſions, 
and Separations, and the ſinful cauſes of *em, ought to be confi- 
dered ; eſpecially when they ariſe to that _—__- ,- that tho the 
Common Intereſt be ar ftake ,, men will-nort,. fo faras inthem lies, 


Q 


- unite together to preſferye and"defend it.. - Eſhall ſpeak: of this 


more largely in the conclufionof this Difcourſe.. al 
; 4. An- 
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.of ſuch ,is,the. weakning of a Country \, becauſe they can do 
© more for its preſervation,- than the moſt numerous and dilCi- 
E-3, plin'd Army. May we not apprehend the fall of an_Houſe, 
-; Prev. 10.25- when we ſce.the principal. P:ars of it removing. - The Righteous 
- ___ #.qneverlaſting Foundation , ſaith Solomon ; Fundamentum ſetult, 
>. _ —* as.ſome renderit, the foundation of bs Age and-Generation; as 
Ex "the Fg pinot and Peace of any Agedepended on the Righ- 
: - ;teous who live init , and when they dye, the Foundations are 
; $Iſai. 65. 8. removed. . They are the Repairers -of Breaches, . the Reſtorers 
- Ge4.21: of Paths todwell.in, the ſtrengrh of a People ,.the Saviours of 
a Nation. - By their Examples, Councels, Authority, Intereft, _ 
- 2008P and Prayers, they do their utmoſt to ſtop that Current of fin, 
| which brings Deſolation. _ 
” -Prk. 22.26, 118 for their. ſakes, that others are not deſtroyed, that na- 
RE 31, tional mercies/are given , and continued; and KO v2 Judg- [ 
ments kept off. A Vineyard is watered and fenc'*t for the abs 
of the Vines which bearfruit z otherwiſe it would quicklybe laid 
IP waſte, andthe: wild Boar of the Foreſt ſuffer'd. to enter. How 
' Palm. 106, . Often had God deſtroyed the 1#aclites, had not Moſes, his choſen, 
G5. r9, 2x, #994 the breach ? A whole City is ſpared at the Interceſſion 
| +; Ide " of Lot. Had there been zen Righteous Perſons in Sodexs, it had 
4 been ſpared; and when thatnumber was nor found, yet it could 
not be deftroyed ,. till -Ler. was. gone.. No wonder.therefore, 
when ſuch- Ititercefſors are removed, | if Judgment follow ; . as 
when the Wind ccaſeth, the Rain fa}ls: When there are but a 
 fewleft:to ſtir up themſelves to call on God , and know how to 
- _ . wreſtle with him for National mercies , no .wonder.if God hides 
> Ifei-64.7. himſelf trom a profeſſing People, and. conſumes them for their Ini- 
i Y4-$7-1:- quities; for ſuch are taken away from the. Evil to come. While 
: they continue, a ſtorm is often delayed, and Judgment deferr d; 
or ry 


= # 
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.<And Union. among. ProteRtants. - 25 
$ the; Wars in Germany. till after the death of -Zuther,- who! was 
wont-to ſay., that God would be Propirious,.and' ſpare 'cmt as 
long as.he-liv'd, and no longer.  God-will not. {weep a. Land 

with . the  Beſome. of Deſtruftion,, .till rhe, greateſt part. of his 
Kegotogs ickt-out of theRubbish; and-the ReGdue all beta- 
ken care of, For their -ſakes/he will ſpare a | Remnant, and} not 
make'anutter Conſumption: And, wben. they.can't- preyail to 
divert the Calamity, yer it ſhall be leſſened , and ſhortned for 
their ſakes. ; Exemplary -GChriſtians , and:Faithful Paſtors, are 
the: Glory of. Chriſt, and ftars in his Right Hand; and therefore their 
Removalcannor but prefage Judgmentto fellow. Eſpecially when 
the Tgnarance and Corruption ot very many ofrhoſe who ſucceed 
them, is./2:new provocation. to haſten- yengeance. . When the 
nurſeries of Learning are little-betrer than ſchools of Vice; and 
the ſons of the Prophets ſtrengthen the hands of Eyvil doers; and 
the offering of the Lord is made tobe abhorr'd among the People, 
thro the mileneſs of the ſons of Lews z for this., faith God, 1 will 
feed them with Mormwoed, and make them drink the Water of 
Gall. Shall T not vifit for theſe things ? hall I not be avenged on ſuch 
a Nation as this? ST oxbeet 
5. When the Shadow: grow long. The higher the ſan, and the far- 
ther from ſetting,after once he is n1{en,the shorter alway the shadow; 
burttheſhadowslengthen rowards ſun-ſer. *Tis therefore an ill fign 
when «badowws are greatned, and ſomuch more ado. is made about 
Ceremonies, and circumſtances , and Points of Diſcipline and 
Church-Government, than for the weightier Things oftheLaw 
and Goſpel. When thoſe things , which by one party are ac- 
knowledged to be Ind:ifferent,, and but a shadow, and otherstear 
to. be /infall, are yer impoſed, and urged, as it they were Neceſa- 
177. How defireable ſoever Uniformity.inlefler things among Chri- 
itians may. be imagin'd , ( as ir- canner be proved that rhe H. 
Scripture doth require it, ſo ,) roo dear Experience will aſſure 
us, thatit is not practicable. without Perſecution : And even that 
likewiſe hath: been-zoo. ong- rried withour Succeſs. Tis impoſh- 
ble, but that Chriſtsans ot different degrees of knowledg; , diffe- 
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rent tempers, educations., &c. will have various apprehenfions- 
abour doubrtul \poings It is not to be expe&ed they ſhould ever 
er difputable Dofrines, and modes. of Wor- 
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23 —- arid by this means all occaſions pally and Conren- 


' voFallmankind, Fo this purpoſe he adviferh, Thar weall mind | 


",» Of any lewd and infamous Perſons. W hatfover we Court them 


 ",qfree, ro pleaſe, and fatisfice;, in the moſt univerſal manner we - 


,, tion about the ſhadows and Coverings of Opinions and Borms,. 
zz being thus removed and raken our of the way, it will becafier 
;z to-perform what the Apoſtteexhorts to, To keep the wnityof the 
» Spirit '5n.1he Bond of Peace. For then there would 'be no-op- 
B PRI prerence of any ones shewing himfelt to: be Re- 
5 ligious, bur wherin true Religion-doth Conliſt :: and no man 
»» would be able to buſtle with any credit', unleſs in the be- 
9 half of wat tends to the good of the People of God, and 


» the fandamemal-Myfteries ot Truth and Torcreſt, appertaining, 
,»10 the Kingdom: of God , in oppoſition to the Papary, which 
;;( te feruples not to fay ) &- tþe Kingdom: of eAmichriff\.. or that 
9» Oty of Babylon wherem the People of God were held Captive. 
5» Os ſhould leave wer "args, Taffel, ſaith he ns our o__ 
5; Caprtiviry upon us,. » Lmean,-as wherby chey ray take Ho 4 
on us , war g pull us back again mro our former Bockigerbuc | 
33 took upon our ſelves as abtolurely-free from any tie to them, 
33 MOre than in endeavoring their Converfionand Salvation: Which 
4 we knowing (0 Experimentally notrobe compaſſed by needleſs 
»4/ymolizings With them in any thing, I conceiveour beſt Policy 
1 1s ftudiouſly ro imitare'em im nothing ; but for all indifferent 
things, to think rather the- worſe ot *em for their uſing them: 
»» As no Perſon of Honour would willingly gointhe known garb- 


,»M , they do but turn ir to our ſcorn and contempt, and are the 
,y more bardned in their own wickedneſs. Wherefore, ſeeing that 
. needleſs fymbolizing with them docs them no. good, but hurt, 
,» we ſhould account our felves in all thingy indifferent perfe&ly 
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And Umon among Proteſtants: » 27 
»: plain Scripture, and ſolid Reaſon, to uſe and profes fuch things, 


23 as will be moſt univerſally agreeableto yall, and do make moſt 
» for the fafery and welfare ot the true Kingdom of Chriſt. Such - 
. a Reconciling moderare ſpirit would do mych to heal our Brea- 
ches: And if we willnet know the way of Peace on cafier terms, 
by uniting inthe ſubSannials of Religion , God. may be provok't 
to PE our diflentions abour tefler taarters by ſharper methods; 
' to chain us rogether in a priſon , for rhe commor principles 6f 
the Reformed Religion; or ſoder us together. with our own 
: bloody as Queen «Mary ended the differences between the pious 
Biſhops. Rey and Hooper, who im - Edwy. 6%. time could not. 
agree about Ceremonies and Veſtments; The King could hardly | 
get Hooper \ conſecrated Biſhop 'of Gloceffer , without |Confors 
mity to the ſcrupled Ceremonies, Bur Queen Mary compoſed 
their quarrel, by a riſon and a ſtake. Now they were-per- - 
feftly. reconciled, and wrote affectionate Letters to one another, 
4s the deareſt Brethren ; and &idley Biſhop of Zoxden ſtoops with 
his Ceremonies to the others turrher Reformarion, relling him 
 'in a L-ctrer when the one was a priſoner at Oxford, the ot 
at London, ,, Now, my dear Brother , foraſmuch as we throughly 
3» agree in thole things-which are the grounds, and ſubſtancial 
»ypoints of our Religion ; againſt which the ' world fo furiouſly 
"rages in theſe days , how ſa ever in time paſt by certain 4- 
,, matters , and Circumſtances of Religion , your Wiidom and my ; 
5, ſomeplicity have a little jarredz now, [ fay, be aflured, that even Fox Mayy: * 
»» With my hole Heart, God is my witneſs, in the bowels of Rd RY 
,» Chriſt, I love you inthe 797, and for the Truth's ſake, which pact. 2 lib. 2. 
3, abidethin us, and I am perſwaded, ſhall by the grace of God, ron mags 
6 bide in us for eyer. es Lhe —— jew of the : Differences, iN 
ſairh Dr. Barnet, ,z ought to inſpire all others with more. mode- | 
»ratc thoughts in piiktet: It had been happy , if Rn rc 
,, that conſum'd thoſe Good Men, had put anendro theſe Con- - 
,tefts : and if thoſe thar have been ſince engaged in the like, 
\; will-refle& more on the ſenſe they had of them, when they 
+ Were.now: preparing for-Eternity, than on the heats they were 
b- rhaps Eaſe and Plenty made 


,» put. in concernin » when perhaps Plenty ma 
ps, Paſſions Lender, they may fromithence'be reduced tohave _ 


their | 

” More moderate thoughts of ſuch marters. Conſidering withal , 2 

- (as the fame learned Perſon argues , in his late Excellent Pre- 43 
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Ex/ bortation to Repenrance, 


is erans- face? concerning Perſtention, 0. ,» the ſublimity. of divine Truth, arid 
{Indio +» What a poor low thin Vi he mind of man is, we ſhall ſeereafon 
tpe{> e Death, ro blunt. a> little the Edge of our ſpirits, if.they are roo 
| in ſuch | matrers. --=5- and if Edueationand Temper, -('whi 
,»Prepare/\men. for ſome opinions, and /prepoſſes-them a £55 . 
ang) ber bit together, it will require a very extraor 
oreſcue amanfrom their force. ----Among Al cho 
wb rs ſome mult bein the. wrong, and thoſe This. have 
4» the has in their hands, may- poſſibly be of the wrong fide, 
5;and in that caſe ,. v'f "their ſeverit ny ( upon. the account of ſuch 
| RES) | wo Foal inſtthe Truth, and thoſe whobelieve. 
RT —— Our =D errorought at leabto have: this efe 
uni ecg a6 tokeep pus from DENG 66 Tue to judge hardly 
of thoſe whbo arc of another mind;. or to uſe t fo roughly tor 
»At,. =. they may be in the Right , and we may be Miſtaken ;.. 
me Rs the er br pe ave very probable Reaſons for their Opi- ' 
if they. do not quite. juſtifie their Miſtakes, do- 
= excuſe andleflen them. ---As to the great Controyerſy 
»».Cofice vj he Obligation which'lay oh the Genziles for obeyin 
” he Mo, faicat Law, 'tho-it'were judged by the Apoſtles'a fo 
the Tadaters. - Jet how gently axe they treated,. telling them ,. 
,» that the Kingdom of God, or the Goſpel, did not. 'confiſt in 
hoſe {cru 5 vg diſtin&tions of Meats and Drinks, but in'Righ- | 
. axtrouſneſe, and oy in the H, Ghoſt; and that every mari was 
. »to endeavor;.to be fully perſwaded in his own mind, and" was 
4 not to 7dge his Brother -in {uch things, but leave him"ts" the 
_ » Judgment of God. ' With much more to the ſame Purpoſe.: 
Secondly, Upon ſuch Reflc@tions-as theſe, what Comnſe/ tay 
begiven "as A pa aj to pong the Light where ityer ſhines, 
'an render, i it.more. ſteady and, glorious-,” ( notwithſtanding the 
_ threatning Tendeney of any. Dark ous) .and [likewiſe to Sie) 
what we can to recoyer it again'in thoſe places, where a Nighe- 
of Darkneſs hath overſpread. our Brethren ?? The Dire&ions 
aſe! principally concern Englich Proteſtants- 3 in ſuch Duties as 
eſe: . 
Firſt, T. hankſulneſs. #0. God for paſt and pcofent; Mercies , \in 
. our own Land, with /Syzpathy.and Compaſſion-rowards our: Suf- 
: ering Brethres in,other parts of Ewrope. God ſent the Word 
of Liſe: ,. the. Bleſſed returning Light ot the Goſpel to yh 
carlys 
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early upongtheſe Nations , by the Do&rine. of the Reformation, : 
Feartering the darkneGof Popiſh Errors, pf din Rt a 
hog: freed. from 'the Corruptions arid Impoſtures of men; from 
a Burden of Ceremonies almoſt Jewih, and of Superſtitions and. 
Idolatry almoſt Pagan, This Laght hath been continued by an 
able and faithful. Miniſtry. No Country. in the World hath: had 
reater., or on all accounts equal, Advantages with our own, in 
Fils particular, Forreigners have admir'd the Burning and ſhining 
Lights in our Candleſtick. . And if in any part of England there 
is any defect-of this Light, *cis part of ourſin, and Puniſhment. 
As Men , as Chriftians, as. Englich Chriſtians , our Portion hath 
been, that of the Fi*fborn, greater than our Brethren have en- 
joyed., And tho we have waxed fat , .and lifted up the Heel, for- 
got. the.God of our Mercies ,- and provok't him-by our Ingra- 
titude z: yer with what admirable Patience hath he born with us? - 
' By- what various methods hath hecalled us to Repentance?, War. 
mng us by lefler ſtrokes , . and then turning, from the. fierceneſs 
of his Anger > —_ for his own Names ſake, when. our 
own Follies. or the Malice of our Popiſh Enemies have brought 
us within' 2. ſtep. of Ruin ? How often hath he: defeared their 
Counſels, prevented-their Cruelty , and brought their works of 
Darkneſs ro-Light ? Many 4 time and often, may we ſay with the 
Church,. Pſ” 129., have they afflitted me from my Youth , | yet have © 
they not prevailed. God hath: cut in ſunder the Cords ofthe Wic- 
ked,.tied up their hands, broken their Meaſures, bafled their 
Projects, diſcovered their plots, .and cur out other work for*em, 
ſo that they could not hitherto accompliſh their Enterprize, - 
(and God grant they never may |) of Extirpating the Reformed 
Religion our of theſe Iflands. What Gratitude do we owe to 
God, when we Conſider the many deceived”, opprefſed Nati- - 
ons of the Earth , that are without Knowledge, -Holineſs,. or 
Peace ? The vaſt Countries under Heatheniſm , * Infidelity, or Po-- 
pery; While Brittain {jill continues to be EmanuePs Land. Hath 
any Nation under Heaven been honoured with more Wow! marks 
of Hivine Fayour 7 'How many and fanjous have our Deliverances 
and Salyations been?. which. all about us obſerve”, and -fay.,. The z, ,,c-..4 


Lord hath done Great- things for theme _ FO FIRE; 
Art the fame time while we have been' ſpared , others. haye- 
been. made Examples to-warn us ; BY Anger hath ſmoakr $grinlt 
| | q : 3. | 1855. 
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_cuted, inqmerable families and almoſt whole Provinces ruin 'd, 


"of the : arional Church , on the Multitude of thoſe who y 


as Ho plan” Our Bre "I" 
$ Hy poke and Piedmont ) Tilvs been Par Breton Wigs of 
barbarous Perfecutorsz multitades impriſon'd., tormented , exe-. 


hag es demoliſhr , anda thouſand Out- 
committed ax ink rh rotefors of the [a ame Faith , that we as 
pt Log = "a own, - Their pen Aſſemblies have 

notro'd, 'and' their Blood been mingled with their Sacrifices, 
while we ve bt t the liberry tro worſhip God accordipg ro the 
Rule of the Goſpel, and ar the ſame rime fir peaceably under 
our own Vines and Fj g-rrees. Their Har abr been_hanged 
on the Willows in 3; ot while we mig the ſongs of 
Sion in the publick Aſſemblies of his People: and our Country 
been made a Retuge and a Sanctuary to Fs: "eſexped Remmant , 
who are as Fire-brands pluckt out of the Burn ng, and in their 
Exile ſtate have experienced the generous and Chriſtian Charity 
of Great Britta , Holland , and ſome other” Proteftanit Coun- 
ries. 

Shall we not then mingle our Tears with the duft of Sion? 
and pur on fackloth , wh ſhe is thus covered with a .cloud-? 
Shall we nor weep with our Brethren, thar weep for the loſs 
of their Pleaſant things? and feel the Irons entring.into their 
Touts? Shall we great e aur. Pride, and pes an our Ornaments, 
and inc - our ſelves in Luxury? While th = foods ſtripr naked 
and. afflifted with Baldnefs; while they are fed with the Bread 
of Adverfity, and the Water of Aﬀfidtion? ſuch ſhall 0 Captive - 
with 5/5 Firſt that go Captive, and.rhgs their Iniquity re nor. be 

away. 

econdly , Humility and Cantion Fear, in oppoſition to vain 

cos and Lreſumprion 5 concerning any particular Church or 
ation. 

Letusnottruſt in lying words, pying, The Temple of the Lord; 
as if becauſe we have received the Knowledge of the Truth, 
5 55 the Corruptions of the Roman Church in Do&rine and 

orſh ws oh that no Cgrepprion of Manners could provoke God 
ro and to deſtroy us. . S6me build their Confidence of 
our Pafory .on the vaſt Numbers of Proteſtants, on the ſtrength 


, 


common Intereſt are obliged to defend it , and on. other fuc 
: , Con»: 


- 
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- And Union among Proteſtants. Ft 
conſiderations for the preſent, or with. reterence to; the fupury',) 
| which may be of ſome weight to 2 meer Rationaliſt ;-but if 
God, upon the Provocation of National. Guilt, be riſen out of 
his Place to execute Judgment, be willreje& and ſhame usnort- 
withſtanding our Confidence, except we Repent,. . Fax; what- 
ever may, be apprehended to be the. immediate. Occaſion: of 4 
People's Ruin ,-in vain. do men think. to-.obviate and prevent 
it without mann peace with. God, And whoever 'be the In- 
' ftruments'of Calamity to-a People, 'tis the Juſtice of God, as 
provok?r by fin , .that muſt prigapaly be autended to: with- 
out which we can be confident of the. fucceſs of nothing}; that is 
attempted for our Preſervation, Tis be; who in-righteonsJudg- 
ment permits an open Enemy to prevail, or ſuffers a; moſt un» 
ſeaſonable Miſunderſtandi ong them who ſhould Unite: 'Fis 
He who mingles 4 OM! x 
fold, obligations ..to agree - rogether,, I -the Voice of Union 
and Concord;among Prete/fants cannot be heand y, at a_time: when 
there are moſt preſiingand importunate Callstoit, 5 of the Lord, 
who doth not give an Ear to. hear , nor a. Heart to conſider. 
Thus. we find it concerning the Diviſion of-the Ten, 'Fribes of 


- 


Ffracl from the two. - ; 7 

Some are Confident on other gronnds, and expe&theſpeedy 
accompliſhment of many Prophecies and Promiſes ofthe latterdays, 
and preſume to pofitively as to_ the time. Bur.how un- 
comfortable will be the Diſappointment ,. if weſhould conchide- 
for one time, when God bath determan'd another at the diftance' 
of ſeveral years * How many Holy Men have been miſtaken al- 
ready ,. and lived to ſee themſelyes Confuted?. How differentare 
the Opinions of Learned and Good men concerning the Calcu- 
lation of the 'Times in: the {Apocalypſe ?' as: to: the Slaying | and 
the Reſurreion of the Witneſſes, and. the pouring out of the 
Vials,, whether they have already emptied themielves upon 
their proper obje&s, or when they ſhall ;. when the 1260 Days 


.am 
ſpirit among thoſe who' have mani- Iſai. 9. 14- 
[- 


1 Kings. 125 
23, 24. 


of the Woman's Wilderneſs State ſhallexpize , and ZabylonsFime - 


and Day be no more, (todetermin: which, we muſt know:when 
it began, ) how different are the Opinians-of Learned: Pronefhunte: 
as to the Time: of theſe things? Let us. not therefore anticipate 
the Counſels of God ,.(the viion being for an appoinred Time) 
by too polieive Concluſions as to ſuch things + du gire him- 
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_ Glory; as' the” fire} Judge of the Times and feaſons, wheiein 
* to accompliſh his own-Great 'and Holy paſs: PRE 

"Neither can we argue from -any unfulfilled Prophecies the 

© ;preſeryation. of any particular Country, or-Church, after great 

7 rang; provocations, withour-ſuitable Repentance and Re- * 


."- And'th0' that of all others be the moſt negle&edanl 

_ defpiſed miethed of national fafery., (.the- moſt think by Poli-. - 
ticks; -and *Nunibers, Confederates, andſuch imaginary Fences 
ro-keep- off danger') they-will yet' find, rhar-they cannor more 
delpiſe Repentance and Recarning.to God, than he doth con- 
remn, 'and wiltdefeat and ſhameAall their wiſeCounlels and Con- 
. trivances withoptiit. Therefore the ' next” and principal Dury 
_ we arc called to is, rf © DS 2 II; 
_ Thirdly , Humiliation and 'Repentance among Proteſtants of all 
Parties and:Denominarions , for.their reſpective Guilt, with fe- 
fious endeavors to promote prafical Holineſs, and Reformation 
"of 'Marnets.' 'All have -contributed to provoke the” Anger: of 
_ God) -and more'or 'leſs-have 'been-faulty'in our carriage to-one 
anotherz- and therefore | it 'becomes us all co ſearch and try 
our Ways, 'and turn unto the Lord. God-.and Men are, our 
Accuſers; we have opened our own ſhame, and jt cannot. be 
 hidy and-che fire is already kindled which reveals our fin in 
.the effects of it; *tis no time for any Party+ar Profefion to 

and 'upon''their Credit, and excuſe themſelves ; bur rather 
endeavor to turn away the: diſpleaſure of God., by falling at 
his feet in penitent Confelions of fin , and ſincere Repens .. 
trance. . | | * 
. Withourt-this , all other methods will 'be ineffe&ual, and the 
Anger- of God will moſt calily and certainly bear. down before 
it all-the- little ' Banks and Raniparts that humane Policy. or 
ſtrength can oppoſe. Ir will provea dangerous and fatalMiltake 
for-us to imagin- by 'any other means, 1t this be nperngd to 
be able to provide for our ſafery. The Ls of rhe ancient 
.Ganles related by N.-Damaſten, may move our Compaſſion , who + 
whet the" ſea broke inro their” Country, went and ſtood in; the 
breach*with''their weapons in their hands: ' and we. thall be 
guilty-ot the fame or worſe folly, if we think to ſecure the ins 
Se of Religion in England againſt a threatning gInundation, 
by any Humane Expedicnts whatſoever, without Repentance. 
OR Oath | 
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Manners were degenerate. _ Our Lives andiConverfations' muſt 


God's Calls unto it are more loud than ordinary; and we never * 
ſeem'd to be more deaf to ſuch a voice than now. God may 
juſtly complain of us, aghe did ofthe 77aelires of old, I hearkened 
and heard , but they ſpake not aright : no man Reptinted him of "his 
Wickedneſs, ſaying, What have 1 done? OO OOO 
This therefore we muſt in good:carneſt ſet abont , if eyer we 
are eſtabliſhed and-ſaved : .Every one muſt refle&., and mourn ' 
for his own {ſins in particular, .and then for the fins of -others. i 
There is no party or ſort of men among us who have reaſon to 
think, that all the fins , whereby God-is provoked , and which 
' are to be. confe(s'd and reform'd ,' are among thoſe who differ 
from them. 1am far from laying the Guilt ot National-ſins to 
any one party of Proteſtants, becauſe there are no Orders'and De» 
rees of men, no Particular Societies or Parties, in' Cities or 
Sonny, ( however ſome Individuals may have approv'd them- 
ſelves ro Got out need a call to Repenrance. | 
Beſides, the.fins of Profeſſorsas ſuch, inFormality, Barrennefs, 
Conformity to the World ; and decays of Faith , Love, and 
Zeal, they who have ſuffer'd for their Non-Conformity, have been 
too impatient under their ſufferings; and have ſer themſelvesmore 
than they ought againft the Authors or Inſtruments of them, 
and endeayor'd to” make them. odious. 'Inſteadof looking up 
to God, and praying for their REIIS , and ones wot, 
their Convi&ion in the ſpirit of V cekneſs;; -by Cenfures anc 
Slanders, Bitterneſs and the vor of Revenge, they ave 
: | Fant 4 ; e 


Fer. $,6. 
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ied from: Conco | FEACE x AN © the Brea- 
.ches. wider. -. | to an Accommodation of our , 
Dofrences 1 + Gde beeti {6 well entertan's. us 
he: want of a .Publick ſpirir hah; alſo 
RT... : , ies, and is one miſchic 7OUS . 
© \'4 


cry, one. ſiſing tor bir 
r ;. taking care oft :his own 
ect of what is neceſſary to pre- 


one. party ,' haying mens Perſons, (for the fake of their Opinions) . 
tn md | "in rai z whilſt others, very deſerving of our 
* Reſpe& and Love, have been deſpiſed and undervalued, Neither 


448 Ipireſt of was. more concerned, than it is, in the pro-' 


ri 
ie Mt hogs 
nd iglode oy: If as Guilty , deſiring forgivene(s of God, and - 
i likeniſe beg of God, that ſo Conſiderable and Worthy a 


of the Goſpel of Chrilt, the endeavors of all who are qualified 
to ſerve that deſign, ( were the number greater, ) being little 
enough in fo populous :_ Seude: me 


ſpeRors of the Clergy , for omitting ſome part of the Rubrical 
onformity , when ſuch as were ra went candalous have been 
Hetter,treared ?, In bow many places have the more ſerious and 
Conſcientious. Chrsfsans been reproacht. and proſecuted for their 
Non-Conformity , when Drunkenneſs, Swearing,' whoredom , 
and ſcandalous Immoralities have been overlookt in others, or 
the 


ary 
nt 


out the wager , and ſtop: the Leaks, ſho 
2>1ltep , yea or bur favour-themſclyes.in,rhemr Labours , tq,the 


',neſs or Cn as to preſume tq 
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And Union among + roteltants. 35 
ener Cone Dn SS —__— 
the [net aber ſo they keptto rn, es of Beſharchs lee 


more *gently treated, than Diſenters otherwiſe ſabe 
unklarneatile- in their Converſations? Such things as br - oy 


"-now_called upon, by God and Man , to: Co! rand repent 
of. Tf all vin om donotſee their Sin, how canwel hopefora Cure? 
If an. y be needful for ſo much (;- I ſhall ſub- 


Joy yh the - s of the Reyerend Mr., Baxter. Ca whoſe, Mini- 
ſry and Writings I deſire, with many others -God,) 
when he givest e Reaſons of his (peaking £ io }oe of the Sins 
of Miniſters, .in his Reformed Faſer: -p. | s of you, 

+ faith he,,. were. in a leaking Ship, . and Tag wh ſhould pump 


k 


,» hazarding of you all, would ye. not awake _ to their work, 
,» and call out Lag them to labour as for &0 hves?..and if you 
2” 9 ſome phar pneſsand. Leaporpachy with the ſloathful, would 
ou think Fo an were well in his Waits . that i uld take it 
"of, you'?, x t ſhoujd accuſe. you of Pride, enceited- 
ak func to, your 

-, Fellow-Workmen? or ſhould tell-you., that you wrong.them 
9 by by dinning their Reputation ? Would you not fay.,; The 
$3 10/07 ads , Bn or we are all Dead men? LI the thip ready to 
. »/mk., do you talk of Reputation? Or bad you rather Rowen your 


or oſclves and us, than hear. of your Faults? . 


If after all the, Warnings we . have had; andghe t 
"Danger we are'in , we will not be perſuaded to. Repent, ws 
ſeek the Common Peace ;. hath not Ed told us in bs .Word, 
and doth he not ſhow us in his Provence ,.. that he hath other 


ways tohumble us than thoſe heharh jo Ty madeuſc of? His _ 


At ws, are not all ſpent, ;: he hath. -ath of Scorpions if. _ 
in Impenirent, under former Rods, . 2 


Fs: have taken their turns, . or ut. {mM Zo chant 09g _ 
} Complaint of Salvian is apF licable to, us , \Nos ringer, & ſeoa- 2* 


"wr , &c. no former ApP plications have; wrought a. ,Cyre; and 
which, yo more deplorah! e, we grow. worſe Sby .qur, very /Medi- 
ciries. We grantrhis. Tm General; but. at nba Fime-oar 
Diviſions: kidhe this, ill & C,umavg many. others ).-that, each 
party, is apt to.clear themſelyes, by, laying. the whole:Burdenon 
theother; whereasall have contributed to the erailing afin Boots 
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Faſt, pub ve pbple, young antt'old,. together, rohum- 
ble thentfelyes, mourn; and-weep 5" ro! rend the Heart, andnot 
-the'Garmtienr," to. confcſsin ;'and deprecate-Jyllpment,. and ſeck 
the ice bf God 'tot 


[Ra irs. rele It. Dis Had heh. pecomgmen) with, grope 
| Emerc, on ſtrength by another,” who Is. et living 1m anſwer to that Que- 
| Ide. Hows, tion, What may* moſt hopefully be' attempted to alley e Anjmoſnier 


- " 4 


#4 2 > fat £5 


and: to eyiderice the fruits of ſuch a Faith in holy Love,and Qbe- - 
. dience,” Withour this,/ tho: we ſpeak and write never ſo much 
\ . o or 
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_ And Union among Proteſtants 37 
or well. in defence. of "the Reformation, . yet whilſt our Adver-- 
faries behold our unholy lives, they will ſtill open their mouths 


to reproach the Reformed Religion, and live jn NOPEs of ex- 
rirpating i. Ih vainis it hop't, that the-moſt learned Pens can 


=_ 


preſerve the: Noftrine of the: Reformation. if, our Vices contra-' 


dit and undermine its Foundatiom:' . Unleſs, ,our. manners and 
Converſation do: correſpond to-and- credit the Religion we pro- 
fes,. we are very! unlikely to. tranſmit-irs Do&rine ro Polterity,. 
or to keep the poſleſiton of it: our ſelves 7 oY 
Fourthly, To mourwin ſecret for the Sins of others: This ſhould 
accompany Repentance and ſorrow for our own Sins. _ 'The. pu- 
blick:' Abomiidations for which God threatens, ro make the Land 
monrn-4: ſhould be bewailed;--and our Proteſt againſt them therel 
enter'd ,- that-God may not charge us with the Guilt ol 
Tranſgreſlions.- This muſt needs be Acceptable to God, as an 
Evidence ofour Love to him, and of our Concern for his Glory; 
and” Seaſonable for us 5 as a Teſtimony of our affection to that 
Country.andi People to. which we belong. When the Being 
of Godis boldly-queſtion'd ; his Providence, and his Authority 
mockr ;'his holy nameblaſphem?d; his Inſtitutions prophan'd and 


polluted; his Chriſt-(& our Jeſus) vilified and delpiſed,. and by - 
.open-.Impieties critethed-again z-,when his Guory is: trampÞd on- ' 
-by aboundingW ickedne(s ,.-willtul and bare+fac'd, ſo. general and 


to ſucha degree; as is-the uſual:Forerunner of Ruin and Deſo-- 


: lation; Can we love God;-or wiſh-wellto the Land'of our 'Na- 
tivity, without mourning for theſethings? Can we conſider the 
-growth.of Atheiſm and Infidelity, Popery , and; Prophaneneſs, and' 
"not mourn ? Gan.we ſee /dolatry,. which God abhors,. get ground, 


and ſo many Thauſands.in 4 neighboring. Country, receiving the 


"mark-of Amtictivift in their|Foreheads, / and -in__their righthands, - 
and ſuch a muhirude in: our own land in a Preparedneſs to doir,. 
'and not be affe&ted with the diſhonour of God ? not' drop: a 


Tear , or lift up:a cry to prevent the effe&ts of his juſt Diſplea-- 
ſure? And if we love'our elves, -is-there any betters: any:other 


' method-to/provide for:our own-Preſeryation and ſafety? What-- 


on of darkne(s and--diſtreſs rtiay; come-upon a Nation, 
Meri'of thir-Charatter have alway. beer favoared with ſpecial Pro- 


- 


rection; God: hath /#'s-»-4rk'on their foreheads for preſervation, £4 5 &- 


Judg- 


when the. Deſtroyers. have. been Commiſſioned to. execute 
. : ment- 
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_ ſuffering for it , ſuch a "Tem 


% 


# 5 , The Earth. When the hand of God is lifted 


| Naw, 16. "And. rurn away Wrath. ?Tis time to run with a. Cenſer as Aa- 


FEST 21, bu A os 7 4 ines 
o - $4» OT A. ae 0 ik 


OY TEAS > SY 


4#n" Exhortation to Repentance, 
ment: He will cover their heads in the wr! fk Batrel., 'when 
his Arrows are in the Hearts 'of his\Enemies. He will 
hide them in the hollow of his hand, provide a_Zoar, 'a Gath, 
a- Pells , ſomeplace of Retreat till the Storm be over; give 
them to find Favour inaftrange Land, or :overſhadow- them -in 
their own, accompany ' them in Baniſhment., .and.' open ithe 
Hearts' and Hands of others 'to ſhow them>kindneſs;] « Moab 
(hall hide his- Outcaſt , and Cyrw: let! go his Captives 5+and the 
Earth belp the Woman,” the moſt anlikely means and inftrumentsa{- 
{fit and {uccour that: Remnant whom he will-fave. And'tfiwe 
hould he called'to bear Teſtimony to his Nameand;;Truth by. 
r and /Pra&tice will beſt diſpoſe 
and prepare ug for it: Ir will ſecure his gracious Preſence with 
us; 1t will intereſt us in the Promiſe of his Affiftance'aud Help 
and after we have'Confeſled him before:'men ; he'will-publickly 
acknowledge and reward us before the whole World: ++ + 
'Fifthly , Earneſt Prayer to God 'for the! Peace and: welfare -of 
hg, and that part of it to which/weare moſt nearly related. 
'We arerequired, not to keep filence, or give-him any'Reſt, till 
-he make 7ers/alem both a peaceable habitation, and a 'Praiſe''in 
up , there is need 
ſtand in the Gap, 


of an Enquiry after ſuch-Interceſſors as will 


70, when the' Fire: 6t-God is begun'to tall down in our. fight; 
"to mike haſte ,+and humble our ſelves, and cry mightily:tobim, 
as Ezekzt , for the Reſidue of his People, when the Execu- 
-nioners are 'gone-forth-with a Commiſſion to-deſtroy ; ſaying, O 
ſpare thy People! ſpare the Remnant 'of thy ſcattered flock 1bare 
"qur-Brethren'in France and Savoy, : the Witneſſes of thy Truth ! 


«pare Grear Brittais and - Jreland ! iſpare' the i United: Provinces! 


"* "Could I repreſent the languiſhing disfigur'd Countenance of 
"the Reformed Churches, mourning in Sackclothand Aſhes in ſeveral 


"places; whole Countries,-which have been as the- Garden of God, 
-whoſc Inabirants are now as the Generation of his: wrath';: the 


| ne  ahe that once walked with Chit in the;Profeſlion of 
RY 


the” Truth, that now walk no more:with him; the manyneigh- 
"bouring Yineyards,/ from; whence a few years agatbaile; leaſa 


| > ok a 4 Har: © > , . ; ; ut 
_  fr#i,now brokendown and laid waltz cou TreprefanGeſrahings 


fully, -you would -ſee the Neceflity of morecarneſt Interceflions 
| « - with 
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AndiUnion among Proteftants. © 8 39 
with God on the behalf of S:az than ordinary. But tho ſhe ftrer- 
cheth:out her hands, Who is there of all her Sonzthat zhe hath. brought ,— 
wp to comfort her? Who among all ber Lovers to pity her ? Who among © a 
all her Sons to guide her , and takes her by the hand? Eyen when the 
is ſhaken, and in danger to have both her Pillars , of Truth and 
Peace, broken and cait to the ground? She fits in the duſt, and 
few-or none ſeem to care for her : and tho they ſec her forrow, 
and hear her complaints , will bardly offer up/ a prayer more 
than at other times for her Deliverance. ct 

. However, we have the greateſt Encouragement to make uſe of 
Prayer in this Caſe ofallothers , becauſe all thegreat things prom i= 
ſed by God , and. expected by his People, muſt: come'this way. 
The Return from the Babylonsch (aprivity , tho the timeof jt'was 
adjuſted in the promiſe , muſt be ens 57 about by prayer. 'The ze, 29. 10. 
wrath of God was poured out on the Pagan Perſecutors, in | 
anſwer to Prayer. 'Fhe-Judgements of God againſt the Adver. **® 5% 
faries-of the Church, come out of the fame Cenfer, into which 
the Prayers of the Saints are'put. The ſeventh and /aft Yial; that 
ſhall make an end of the Enemies of- Sion, is to be opened by 
Prayer. Let our own Caſe, or the condition of our * euro 
ſeemnever ſo deſperate, we may obtain Relief this way. When ,,,,,,. 
every Reed, on which we lean'd, is broken ; and our fingers 6, 7. , 
knockt off from all humane Dependance:;z when the ſecular 
Arm of Help ſhrinks and withers,” and nothing bura Wonder 
can prevent deſpair z- when every Prop is remov'd, 'and Confi« 
dence blaſted ;- When all our Phyficians prove of no valuez when 

all Expectations of ſuccor are defeated; whetr only an Infallible 
Eye: can dire& our way, and an Almighty hand preſerve from 
Ruin; when no Plaiſter will ſtick to our fore, nobalmcure our 
wound; all our Anchors come-home , and our hopes'aſhamed; "_ 
when the Clouds returnafter the rain and rhreaten ſuch a Storm | 
that AMiCtion ſhallnot need to riſe a ſecond time;zunder the ſmarteſt 
ſufferings , and deepeft diſtreſs forthe preſent; under the faddeſt 
ſymptoms , and darkeſt proſpe& for the future; tho weſhould 
hear the ſound as of many Waters, and every thing from day to 
day have a worſe appearance than formerly, yet by Prayey to God 
we may ſtay and ſuppert our: ſpirits, both with relation to our 
ſelves, -and the caſe of our Brethren. * Such is the Harmony 
betweeh the Pxayers of the Churchand the Cownſe/s of God , that 
a 
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| ned -and/no' force ar: can obftru&:rheir:Execus 
- Fions 7S7Thig will ay ſomerimeswhen nothingelſe will; ſome 
- Devils will not be diſpoſleſt, ſore difficulties will not be rems- 
wed; ſome. angers nor proven enred.; ſome mercies cannot be ob- 
. tained, any:other: be by, Faſting and Prayer, ;'*;By this 
- ge Cbriſtion the pooreſt ,- the meaneſt upright Chriſtian, 
EET Many'others, ,yeathe whole Church, 
- This & manzscapable of, who cando nothing cle; this 
Bow and Arrow willfit the weakeſt Arm, wherewithto combate 
1 he Adverſaries of Sian.  *- And there' is no. caſe- wherein this may 
not:be.; of ſame Ay: 3 8$i.n0 other. means: will be cffe- 
. tual if rbis: be negleed:.;” Wethallobrain fpirizual Mercjesfor 
our own ſauls,: as the Reward of at; arid it may be a. temporal 
Tg iagror for our Perſons and caremged, :.or, we may. prevail 


va 


25,50 z. or oh- 


nd d fall at leaſt have 


in ty oagn to God for Sew, in "ſeerer, 

+ andio Fd omg with pon. as We have opportunity : withdeep 
-. Humiliation and* Repentance , with ſincere aims at:theGlory of 
God, and-the Honour of Chriſt , with. Faith and* Confidence , 
. wuth'Fervency and Importunity '» with 7 1otagI and Perſeve- 
AAnce i» Norwithſtanding- the 


nefficacy. of any former. attem 
| gow the ſceming Delay of Fe > livers —_— 
that all:the Tupplications and Interceſſions of. the Iſrael of 
068 is former Ages will haye z real hand , in the final Delive- . 
Jance 'of the .Church-z and our Prayers muſt belp- to fill u Pp 
the + 
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the meaſure "and "hafen 2the! Conging”'df the Son: of "Man: © 


: Hew far the Great "Argumenr'," 


Argutne ent fromthe Name of God ſho [wake dpatnſt 'Us;" oy 
the Honour of God; and the Glory of his hd _- ; © * the N 


Hope, that'our Caſe will yet admit the uſe'of this Argument, Fo | 


be removedy/i dv-continue wed Dibjopſion , if Prophenencls 


that therewere more! ) who feel and live thoſe Pruth 
only: eylk of; who:bear'the Image of their Lord ,! 
cleave to him, and follow- hard> afterhim-3; whoUelight ! in” his 
ways; and love his Intereſt and People with 4 cofdi .affeQtion, 
ro whom the honour 6f his Name is incomparablyy dearand pre- 
cious) who value his love, and communion, with"him'as theirfe- 
licitys-who mourn for the ſins ofiothers, and-4o' whom the/Re- 
proach of the ſolemn: Afſeinblies is-adayly Burdew, Sc, '''Oh. 
Contirige this Preſence of thine! and vouchſaſe more:viſible-en- 
larged: effe&s and 'manifeſtations 'of "it ! which'we'may"rather | 
kope for, while he 'is tlius in _ midft of us, than 'to obrain 
: 6" 


| Wan to K fe Ito " Gat i 
and. t cavery of; heal! "may: More. hopefully be 
| in 3 wan fromthe \There..iyet thera 
vary; {raſagable tg be jogwed, with dap Ao and: which--we . 
| /:./.: ol X5R; b _—_sÞ leſy, hops: eonamening 
go #1 at. 15g. 4 32.848 
9icTh Panels oy ucts the premier 
50 and .. *f. the Chribinn \Churoh,.. he- Gates of 
Hell hall __ preyail þ, ny; her-;- ſhe ſhall. not. dye, or: Death 
(whoſe-mourh is-the Gra 


© burning, Buri ſhall never be conſurn'd., We-think. this: and 
the other zhing makes againſt the Church, and.threatehs. to de- 
Crop it... gne:part. is rooted out, there another is-oppreſt, 
and the whole, World. almoſt wanders ater. the Beaſt, and+the 
Falſe Prophet; -; Hdow' and: Amalcek,, and Moab'and Ammon, arc 
all'in;a confederacy. and, Combination againſt Sion. . Bur if it 
) were yet. work ,, mewn livecby 'Faith-g: that-all ſhall-xend to 
the'agcom liſhment of Roy, reat.deſign.,::of the Furtherance 
ez 'T hepruly. Ch latereſt; ſhall;live, and flou- 
riſh, and ptr graund-alte poem oppoſition; yeaby thoſe alings ſhall 
. at be, adyenc't,.,which. may apprehend. as prejudicial:to-it. 
Ul, 4.18, rene his art mot ' 41_0xrs, nor. bis Ways. 25 Ours 3- What: we 
*Y tbjnk a thang a miſchief} may. prove agreat, Bieſkng and: of-- 
 - Ps; 107-7: Semedotieſo.: 6X Compati did Lraelterch from to.Ca- 
Like aeua.eod yet God ſgith; he led them bythe; Right:ray 7 oy 
8cin-2. jqurney , that might have been defpateht in- ten days 
IDS pot his way , or miſtaken in-the methods: of 
\Providene fulfill his word, | This: we are; moſt cettain of, 
| edu. of Chrit and: the' Chriſtian Church:thall live in 
the;midt ohigll ferns; be: rooted and eftabliſht by the moſt ſha- 
g Providenees + and that whenit ſeems; lazveſt, andimott like- 
S ak, it. is the fitteſt time for the Wiſdom, Power, and 
_— 44+ te to ak, of God to diſcover it ſelf. When none was found 
orthy orable to open the book ,, the-Zomb:takes it out of. the 
Fon ds ot; him who fat onthe: throne. "Our Exalted: Sayiour , 
who hath the Keys ot Death and 'Hell,, is _ bolding 
-the ter in: his. hand, He ſits'at Helm, and: ſteers the-ſhi 
and will-not ſuffer it to periſh. - Theretore no Depths, : no- diff. 
culties, no delay of deliverance, ſhould diſhzarten us, Jf Gad 


gone z..88.the Ie pod 


ve) ſhall not be. Vi&orious over- her : 


wUul - 
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AndiUnion ang Proteltins. © 4; 
— # mo blown $hall ocafiny —_ and De- - 
fruition and Fear ſhall come together. The Fofron ns for an appointed 76 1. 26. | 
Timgy in the end it ſhall fpeak, it ſhall not Lye 3. dt aball Come, ie ev 137k 
will not Tarry: tho to qur Sexſe it.may ſecm to Tarry, our Faith -j 
muſt corre&t che Verdi-o6pur Seuſs 5 and make us: wait foriit: * 
© for.Qot-a-word.or tittle of what God hath {ſpoken concerning the | 
latter days ſhall be unfulfilled. nf 1nd Io, manta; 

. When Providencesare dark, and a ftorm 1s , we arc 

ready to be puzzled, aud cry out z  #hat rhall we ſay to theſe 
. things ? but-let us remember what the Apoltle-adds', as a futh- 
cieac Reply , if God be for ns, who can:heragam ms? We arc Rm. 3. ;.. 
apt to-queſtion the Power of God : this 18 at the bottam of pur 
uabdieving Fears. z were it etherwiſe. ,, - weſhould: not believe 5: mas, _ 
and truſt leaſt, when Dangers are greateſt. When Abra- **& 19, 25. 
haw's faith had overcome that Difficulty about the Power of God, 
he was able to-triumph over-all 'diſcouragements... God-can do y,,. x, ,-. 
more abundantly for us than we canask or think; ad give Spi- 28 19- 
ritual and /Femporal: Salvation at once ; Shes ae ed ps. . 
there ſhall be Deliuerance;, and Halinefs too. | SO 
. Let us not then he diſcouraged: rules overall the King. - * 
doms of the. Earth, and changeth the Goverament., and Gover- 
.nours of them as he pleaſcth. + He hath toſſed up and:down the 
Powers of the world by turns : and-can and. will.do the like 
ain ,. as ſhall beſt ſerve the ends of his Glory, and the accom- 
iſhment-of his word, -Sometimes 'almoſt-all- che Princes of 
- Exnope have been | Proteſtants ; and on a ſudden theiſcenc hath 
changed, -and the molt. of them-have given their. Power to.the 
Beaſt. + In; one year ,- when in Ho//avd the Synod of . Dort was Aanns Chui- / 
called, the King of \Eng/aud was a Proteftaut , 'and the Prince #7919. 
 Etritor Palatine , a Proteitanr, "WAS choſen. King of. Bahemia , and wertss : 
faxr or five Princes in Germany weve alto Proteſtants : infomuch 5777" 
"that ſome were ready to cry out, the Golden Age was come ,, and 
the Glory of the latter Times, Bur within-one pear, allwasturned 
again: whenthe Bohemians wererouted,and thewnew Kmg and 
Queen forced to fly into Holiana, being overnthrbwabyrhe "ol 
| Forces , in the famous Battel at Aragme, Upon:which the-Pro- 
reſtant Union in Germany declin'd , and: nat of the Biinces of 
it reconciled themſelves to the Emperer , and only interceded for 
the Palatine, but in vain. _ muſt truſt-in God, aad os by 
2 . faith, 
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which pontocegty duty, and affiſt usin the performance of ir. 


Firſt, der the Common obligations weare all under,. as Chrs- 
 Prans, to Brotherly Love, and Charity; and to endeavorthe Unity - 
.and Peace ofithe-Charch,  'Fheſe rhings were never diſcommen- 
ded by any,-and therefore it will not be 'needful to fay much in 

the. Praiſe: of 'them : as thar Zove is the fulfilling of the Law, 
the End of Faith , the badge of a Chrif/san, . &c. that all Know- 
ledge., Gitts, Urrerance, Sufferings are  in'vain,/ where this is 
wanting. -/ But-?tis Ignorance and-miſtake concerning, the nature 
"of. Brochcrly Love and. Union, 'and'of 'the way! and means" thar 
dead ro-ir, that hath made our Diviſions and.the Conſequences of 
' them ſo miſchievousro the Church of God. For'the Unity of the 
Church /in Faith and Love may very well be preſerved , withour 
baving juſt the ſarae Conceprions of all Revealed Obje&s. Such 
an Union as. that 1s.morally impoſſible, and can never be:expe- 
&ed;z; and'/theretore to endeavor the! Peice of the 'Church/on that 
. Foundation , 1s an hopclefs and vain artempr. - As much thay 
be; faid- concerning an Union' in doubrfut,-unſcriprurat Rites, 
Orders, and Ceremonies: .None of our Eords commands of Uni- 
ty ,; or direGions for it., do cither require, or ſo muchas men- 
tion: this,  Many-lefſer- Differences in'opinion and prattice: are 
conſiſtent with the-nature ,. ends /\and fruit-of that Uniryrecome 
mended and ag hea the Goſpel; if ſuch difterencesbe but 
manag'd with-a ſpirit of -love,* mutual Forbearance, and con- 
geicention. | 
+ Our great.care muſt be to Remember 'our Relation to the 
Uriveſal Church of Chriſt upon' Earth, «which is f/f in order of 
' nature by: our: Bapriſm ;, before our Relation to any particelar 
. Church y-and-is: both more noble , more neceſſary-, and more 
; © Darable: »/We muft therefore: take heed of confining our Love 
20 any one" Party of Chr;ftians, becauſe of -our mind and way, 

{alogether as unreaſonable as to love only thoſe of ourown Age, 

T5108 | ta- 
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' And Union among Proteſtants. 45 
Nature, or Complexion, )-leſt the great and-more comprehen= 

ye Intereſt of (briſtians,” and Prowftants, be forgotten-an negle- 
Qed: leſt a narrow Zeal-for- a- tmall' Party of Chriſtians. ſhould 
prejudice. the - Intereſt- of the Univerſal Church .z Or cauſe of | 


—X - 


Chriftianity,. There-is one God, and one Lord, 'one Head, and. one 
Saviour, ,nto whoſe name-we are all: Baptized y eve Covenant, 
which all in Baptiſm” make with this one and Saviour; One 


» 


ſpirit, whereby. we are all Regonerncs : one New. Creature, - 


in all. Holy Chriſtians, begotten by this Spiritz One Goſpel, the 
Rule of Faithaud Life, and Foundation of our Common Hope; 
one Body of Chriſt-, both - My/tscal- and Yifble 3, ( all real Chri- 
ftians are members:of the former , and all profefling Chrifians of 
the latter , by. vifible ſabje&ion ro Chriſt as their Head ) one 
way of Faith and Holineſs, wherein all muſt walk ; oe End, and 
Happineſs;  which-all expe& ; and one Heaven, where all the Chil- 
dren of God ſhall meer, and live forever. , ( however they fall 
out by the way )-with-one mind and Heart, in one Bleſſed work 
of Praifing our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. From hence 
cannot bur reſult an obligationto Brotherly love and Unity inſce> 
king the Peace and Proſperity of the whole Chriſtian Church z-nor 
reproaching others as Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, whoare not of 
our mindin lefler things; not partially excufing the taulcs of them 
whoare, and aggravating thoſe of ap Fa Chriſtians, and Brethren, 
whoſe ſalvation we ſhould deſireand endeavor, and not lay ſnares 
before 'em , much leſs hate- and perſecute *em, becauſe in ſome 
things they do not think, . and ſpeak, anda&as we do. How un- 
becoming is it the Diſciples of the Prince of Peace ( his Mint- 
ſters eſpecially.) ro render the greateſt part of (þrifttans odivus, 
and tempt the weak to Slanders, Judgings , and Envies, Which 
are fruits of the Fleſh? ; 

If ever God will Heal his Broken Churches, a ſpirit of Love, 
and Unity , and moderation muſt be reviv'd, inſtead of fierce 
dividing zeal: andthe H. Scriptures alone be thought a ſufficient 


_ Rule; and no mens Confcflions made the Teſt of Church Go 


munion any farther than: as plainly agreeing wi th the H. Serip- 
tures. . Concord and Union upon ſuch terms in which weare al | 


| agreed , Muſt be our Cure, it ever we are cured. But Healing 


ruths are never likely to becntertain'd among us till God give 
healing ſpirits to the Paitors.,, and Leaders of the Church. T 
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Conceſſions of thEmoderare men' of all Parties, iwould bea- ſuffi» 
cient mc 


= 
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[> Mc. 2. ,(*) Godforbid, ſich D*., Owen, that any fuch thought ſhould 
| *:oteaboock 39 CNECT into our Hearts, as tho the 'Churches confticuted inall 


a9 Churches in the World; and whilit we judge others to be 77we 
E tab Chur- 2s Churches, we (hall not be much moved or provokt by their 
| cha; cd Judgment, who think ours are gone, becauſe we differ trom 
& = , them , and plead for Reformation beyond their meaſure. We 


F: feof . ',,called Reformed, the ſame love towards them, the ſame readi- 
| nd airy, +» nels. for Communion with them, as we would defire anyDiſci- 


= e-3;,85 ,plcs ot Chriſt in the Worldto have, bear, 'orexerciſe rowards 


int 'or gp the rule, are im their-own nature ab- 

E, folucely deftrudtive_ of their Church Stare. ot 

I xperience.,' one. would think , ſhould now callus to 

bearing one Another in Love. And whatever be the 
econcilers from men , (commonly-ro be ill thoughr 
of by many. of the differing parties) yet he 'thar 

.callerh to Loye and union , calls.ro Hofne}s, All that is againſt 1 

Bi £ Love ; 
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Love, is againſt Holineſs, againſt God, againſt Chriſt, againſt 
kis Spirit,. his Church, and the Intereſt of Mankind. The want 
of forbearing/ one-another in-Love hath brought us more than 
onee very/ near to Ruin. And how-loag , and how often'have 
we'bren warned of 'this | The*pioas' and; Judicions M& Corbes 
told var Brechren thirty years ago, 4; Fhat they who coiittnined. 
,» Af Overtures of Peace, Union , and Accommodation ,” might 
,3 come to ſee the need, and know the want of it ,” as well as 
,zothersy for who knoweth (faid he) what God is doing , or 
»» where wilt be the end: of his working, whoſe Judgments are 
;, unſearchable and paſt our finding out ? And how often' hath 
the Reverend'M*, Baxter told the world, to the diſpleaſing ſome 
of all Parties ,- thar what Party ſoever-it be that endeavors a 
Union , by theExcirpation and Ruur of the other part, whether 
Epiſcopal ,  Prevbyterian , Independent , or «Anabaptiſt,, is Schiſma- 
tical, and'takes the way of Defolarion.. | LA 

Secondly, Conſider the impoſſibility of ouragreement in things 
Dirk, Doubtful; and Numerons;'and the uhreaforableneſsof endea- 


the Apoſtle, 4 Epbeſ. 1,2, 3, 4, 5: are ſew and ſure, 
plain and poſſible. And after all the merhods that have" Been 
tried by any , to bring us to unite Poet other terms, than thoſe 
of the Scripturez we ſee they arcas far from-effeQing it as ever. 
Every one muft endeavourts-be ful 
as'ro what he'is to believe and! iſe it} Farm = Ye and 
Religious 3 or'may he make his own underſtanding the Rule 
of Truth and: Worſhip: unto others. Every Conſcientious man 

uzht to: be derermin'd-by his own reaſon and Judgment, regu 
hted'by rhe-word of God, concerning bis duty , us 


to refuſe communion with-any , when opport ty offers, on 
any other account , .thar becauſe they think'it their Duty ro do 


ſo, is neither becoming Men , or Chriſtians. And they wo are- 
Conſcious of their :awn Smcerity herein, will-be-moRtinclin'd to 


judge fivourably of Others , who differfrom theiti, =n@tg hope 


that ns So her gene upon the like Principle ; according -- 


to their Eight, ' And will likewife be carefull' how'they 4 | E- 
ill and odious Conſequences upon thoſe re Ons which © f- 
. Others hold , if rhey be ſuch-as they difown;/ and woul ha 
| | ; the” 
= t $2 


_ And Vnion-amony Proteſtants. = 7 
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voring' it by ways' of Yiokence. The terins'of Chrifiar Union * 
Tai Jon by 


rfuaded in hisv'wn mind; - 


to the Edif- 
gation of bis Soul. For men to adhere r& any perpupOBereh, F 
A | 


Prefcceto his” *| 
Imereſt of 


V 


wo et renal ho Cat ed RG So IB POE ON; ons. 
PD 4 Cay, \ Cs I On Nog Pon ESR TINT no ASS, 217 
Bo * 32 Ny I nes To 32D FRn 7 Tia, PR 4 OY 2, pa, v7, 
5 » 22" & s & my es PAT 0 $- 6-6 


my” Fs to Rees; > 


After that Can 'befaidar donatojultifiethe Jevericies, which | 
wy have uſed. in _ Caſes towards. their Brethren, 4 xd 
e;who | y. time beeriguilry, Jrhe «gromel 

7 en will Kill believe, har all Power from (God to Chribias 
inces and Paſtors, is for Edification, aadnor forPeſtruttion : 

6-4 gave any againſthis.own Laws, andthe Intereſt of 

the ſouls of men. The will tillthink, that they are moſt £on- 

= cerned, it ſhould be, for the wellfare of their. —_ ſouls,; and 

AM can belt tell. whar..che ' Rnd: ro/be profirable or. hurtful .ro?em , 

—F - and moſtfor their edificationz and thar.it.no; Humane Authoruy 

cantye.up.aman-to cat that whickhe.cannotdigeſt, ſo: neither 

ro attend that, Miniſtry only, which-they do nor-find.ſo much. te 

' the Advantageand Edification of rheir ſouls, -as ſome other which 

God affords them. The different Relshes of the minds of men 

may here. be. conſidered. , and the benefit, of 1.10 

der to Spontion: For Tknowof ſome, a mn 


that jy Lag the anon And thal we think it 
rcaſo » that theythould be. obliged. to the meaſares: of the 
former? or r that either ſhould ceodure.the other, as not belonging 
on.thar,accounr? Isthereany.Law ot Chriſt, an 
of the.Gaſpcl,, any duty of Love to. the Brethren ».that;can 
require..men to Nw er.their Edification.? or to,joyn in or 
bo” local Communionthere, where the 7 cannot attain the great cnd 
E” . ofC Church Communion? Nevertheleſs, we muſt be Carcfulnot to 
A Ix 2-1 bavetbe Faith. of our Lord.1. Chriſt-with. Tee of Perſans. For there 
- E278 py Falls DleFercialiry with reſpe& to Miniſters, cauſing Envy- 
wifions, an 1 Strifes's which the Apole condemn'd in_ 
' 3Cer 3-344 oe Church of Cormth,. © 
's . es Miniſter bumble and clf-denyi , and did we more 
-defire and ſeek the Honour of God, the Adyancement 
[7 rs 
EA. Baxter: 


- (qa rmpion ot ſouls , we ſhould: oyce:if the 

EC dlearn more, and edific better by MEAN Mint- 

ns, ct. ftry.than our. wn; tho it may be ſome error in-Judgment thac 
Fo Mid, ” died their choice, Atruc Mother who knows el Cal's 8 | 
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like tothrive. more bythe milk of another. woman, than ber own, ' 


will beſo far from hatred or envy at the Nurſe or Child, that ſhe 
willconſent, and be glad of it. Would a faithtul Pave rather 
let his Patient pine away: in,a Conſumption, -than 


e healed by. 


another , whom rhe Paticnt ( with , or withont. cauſe); prefers © 
before him? I know, there needs a -great deal of /e/f-denial unto: 


this but. 1 think it: ought'tobe ſo, becauſe the Apoſtle rejoyced 
that Chriſt was preacht , tho by them who did it in Strife and Envy, 
to add affliction to his bonds. | 

Ifany number of Chritsans judge , thoit ſhould be by miſtake, 


Phil. r. 159 
I6,18 : 


that theterms of Church Communion required of them are /fwl, 


( and of doubrful and numerous ones yery many are like to think 
ſo )canthey a& like Honeſt men to comply while they thus judge? 
Will any be ſo unreaſonable, as to defire me to do chat to 


pron him, ( and puniſh me if I will not ) when I apprehend * 


ſhould diſpleaſe God by doing it ? Is it-at all ſtrange, that many 
ſerious Chriſtians 1n a 2 ny Pariſh, cannot content themſelves 
with ſuch Guides of their fouls, as an Ignorant, drunken Pa- 
tron ſhall think fir to put over them, who it way be are as bad 
as he? What if they think they have a natural 

one themſelves? As wellas to chooſe their Phyſitian, or Lawyer, 
and rather, asthe Conſequence is more, and greater? efpecaall 
ſince ſuch a; Principle is allowed by Leading menin the Churc 
of England. ,, For every man to Worſhip God according to 
,»his Conviction, (ſaith Dr. Barnet , Yis an eſſential Right of Humane 


ight to chooſe - 


Preface com- 


cerning Per- 


,»nature, Antecedent to allhumane Government, and can never ſ,,cs. 


,» become ſubjeCt to it. What the Rev. Dean of S. Pauls ( whoſe 
, ſingular Learning is ſo deſervedly honoured 'nall the Reformed 
Churches, ) hathdiſcourſt formerly on this ſubje& , cannot betoo. 
often tranſcrib*d, viz, in thepaceable aud Chriſtian Preface to 
his Jrenicum , and.in.the * book jt ſelf, JF he continue not in 


every thing of the ſame mind , Truth ind Reaſon #s ſtill the ſame, 7" 1- © 
And Dr, Sireck, tells the A. B. of Canterbury, in the.Epiſtle de- = Ugg f 


dicatory to his Anſwerto the Fir/? part of The Proteſtant Reconciler, 
T hat 4. Recantation of a Books no eAnfwer. Js 
_ And letme add, that the Chriſtian Deſign ofthat book , the Firſt 
part of the Prot. Reconciler, and the Judgment and Modera-' 


\ 


tion of the Worthy Author, it is. hoped will now be otherwiſe: 


| eſteem'd of, than three or four ue ago, When ſo Great a man, 
" | . : as 


_____, nd Won amen Proteſtants. 5x 


43 and gondeſcention towards! each other in thetn. | The Apoltles 
.zsYalued nor dadferences at 41l;.-and thoſe things ?tis evidenr. they 
.»accqunted /ecb , which whether men did rhem or not was nor of 
gs Cancernwent coSalvation, | And what. Reaſon» is there, -why 
»».Mcufhould be fo {tricdy tied up-to ſuch” things, which they may 
#4 :Qr.let.alone ...and: yer be very goed Chritgans ſtill? Wikheyt 
#9 All Gontroverke- (faith. the-Dofor; and-Experience will-confirm 
91t, ) the main in-let of all the Detradtions;::Confuſions , and” D7- 
2» 21ſions of the Chriſtian World, hath been by adding other Cend:- 
o»t#0ns, of Church-Communion than Chriſt hath done, + Would 
99 there ever be leſs Peace and Unity inthe Churah; if 3 Deverfty 
2 wee allowed as to: Prafkices: (uppoſed. mdifierent 5 yea, there 
2x Would bs: f-mych-marg 4-if thexe were a: matnal forbearance = 
Jand*@ongeicen tion. as to-fuch things... The: Vnzty of theGhurch 


To 1s, an unity-of Love and  Fffe#zon., and not a bare Uniformity of Chap. 6. 


© S® % 


» Practice and Opinion. —— Were we but ſo Happy, 
9» 88-£0.cake yp" pe. hai unneceſtary by all, and ſalpecked 
»þy many ,. andgudged nalawful by, fome ,: and ro make nothing 
» the bonds of qur- Communion but what, Chriſt hath done, oe 
35 Faith , one Baptiſm, &c. allowing a Lebertytormarters of Indif- 
» ferency, and bearing with the Weakneſs of thoſe who cannot 
,y bear things which others count lawful, we might indeed be re- 
-» ſtored to a true primitive Luſtre, far ſooner than by furbxthing 
- 9 Up-ſome antiquated Ccremonies, that-cari derive their pedigree 
-»y.no. higher than ſome eAnciens Cuſtom and Tradivion. , God 
2». ill one day convince men, that the Union of the (hunch: lyes mare 
924n the Unity of Faith, and Aﬀettion, than in the Uniformity of 
43 4oubtful Rites and Ceremonies. | 
_ - And atter that unſeatonable: Sermon. at Gui/dhall of the sſ- ſ 
Chief of Separation, yet.in-the Defence of. it, the Dn rhe Pre- ,, |} 

face! propeunds this - very. feaſonable, Queſtion _ ,,Hhat then?. Ir © 

3, there nathing to be done for difſenring Protejtants,, who:agree with us 
iu all doftrinal Articles of our Charch ,” and only ſeruple the uſe of a 
few Ceremonies ,- and ſome late Impoſations? Shall theſe Differences 
-32/full be Contwned, when they may. fo eaſtty be removed? And:ſo many 
5» ſefulmen' encouraged, and: taken mio the Conſtitution? Do. wevaluc 

94 few Ind:fferent Ceremonies ;,. aud: ſome late Declaraions, and doubt- 

»3f#l Expreſſions, 'beyand the Satisfattion:of 'm:ns Conſtiences, and the 

. 5» Peace apd Tranquility of the Church? la Aniwer, he fauh , we | 

| | H 2 tho 
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I 52 ____ An Exhortation to: Repentance , TY 
- {tho'hethinks there is no/ground: for ſcruple as to-the uſe: of | 
z- thoſe things , pigs are that” ,brcanſe. the uſe of Sacra- | 
3, nents in a Chriſtian Church ought to bs the moſt free from all Ex- 
», ceptions,” and they ought to be ſo -admniftred. as to invite, rather © 
o hs diſcourage Serupulons perſons from joyning in them, [do think 
I it would: be a part "of Chriſtian Wiſdom and: Condeſcention mn the 
E .' ,, Governonrs of our" Church, to remove thoſe bars from a freedom its 
| - Jo jnig-in full Comminmion-with ts. ——— oO OS a 
"Thirdly; Conſider the great «Miſchief of our paſt and prefent 
Drvifions y to- che-Tnretel? of Real Chriſtianity , the Retorrned 


'Religion ,.and the Peace and | Happineſs of the Nation. 'Fhe-._... 
- Coritentions among; Proreftants,” the paſſionate: Heats imong- Dp. 
-ſenters themſelves;” and the feveritics. uſed by others ro- enforce an, 
Oniformuty, have diſhonoured the-Profeſſion of the Gofpt;"and . 
coſt the. Nation” very dear on' all accounts. *FTheſe things have 
hindred 'the uſefulneſs and fruit of many Miniſters preaching, 
and depriv'd us' of the advantage of the'publickglabours of min 
| hundred -others , and Jefſen'd* rhe” Aut] ority Succeſs ofthe 
Miniſtry in general,” filling many with ſuch-prejudiees, that they 
bs have turned” their backs upon all preaching. By this*means the 
= -- weak have been ſcandaliz'd, the doubrful ſtaggered. Infidels hard- 
We ofthe ned, Scepticksgratified, Poperyand Prophaneſs advanc'r , thous 
 Proe. Recon- ſands of ſouls endanger'd , the evit-pleaſed., and his Kingdom 
| «er. chap: I built up, to'the weakning of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and the — 
| 29h Ire- Reformed Intereſt Beſides the'Good that is loſt, and the-Mi- 
py: mn ſeries proeured hereby, the (infulneſs of Heart-Diviſions amon 
'37- Good men-is greatly aggravated. The Provocation to- mutua 
Revenge , and the advantage given ro Popery, is that T with all 
Proteſtants would conſider.” Ag to-Revenge, our Experience now 
rells us, that it is an effe&'of ſuchiproceedings: tho. I wiſh it 
could be {uppreſt andcaredy yet, conſidering the'Corruptionof 
Humanenature, might well enough be expected. This Dr. B. 
in the- Preface above mention'd , hath repreſented” with ſome 
ſharpneſs. ,, How unreaſonable is it , faith he-,- that they , who 
,» cannot help thinking-as they do,. ſhould be made'a ſacrifice'ts 
,, the Rage of others., who perhaps have little more-to ſay for 
2» themſelves, than-thar they: are- inthe Poſſeſſion of the Za: 
» Which in the next Revolution [of Afﬀairs that may fall out, 
» Will be an argument ſo much.the Eronger tor uſing themſelves: | 
| 221. 


Wot ” 
—_— 


—* AA "IS x, < ” 
Y . 
* 


| - And Union among Proteltants. F3 
»in the. ſame manner, becauſe.it. is a: juſt Retaliation on them , 
,y for that which they. made others to ſuffer 

The Reverend and Worthy Dear of Canterbury in his Preface 
to Bp. Wilkins's Sermons, commending his Moderation, ſaith ,,That 
» Vertue ,. however of late declain'djagainſt, muſt bethe Temper 
2» of the Members. of the Church of England , eſpecially.of the 
3 Clergy, if ever they ſeriouſly intend. its firm eſtabliſhment: and 
,» do not induſtriouſly defign by cheriſhing Hears and Diviſions 
99 among our ſelves, to let in Popery at thole.Breaches. - 

Moſt of thoſe who renounce our Religion, and imbrace Pos 
pery , profeſs this to be the firlt great ſtumbling. biock, . the want 
of Unity.. | ft Hy -- 

[This their Priefts of late in ſeveral Pamphlets have inſiſted on, »+ gums | 
aggravating our Dzv:ſions to- prove the Neceſlity of an ofallible 1dolatry of | 
Fudge as the Center of Unity. How unreaſonably this is urged church.ch 5 | 
'by Papiſts, who differ among themſelves about Fundamental Do- Mr: ——__ 
 Erines- of Faith,. many of our Divines have ſhown-- However gion, ne | 
the Church of Rome hath manifeſtly ſerv'd-its-*own ends by pro- Trex 
curing and animating the rigid Impoſition: of doubrful.diſputable* 
terms among Proteſtants 3 that all thoſe who could not conform 
to the eſtabliſht Rices, might be look't upon, if not as bad as. 

Papiſts , yet as unpeaceable and Factious , and. be provok'*r to - 

do ſomewhat that might make them as unfit to be tolerated. 
Hereupon tbe. Papss have pleaded for themſelves as better ſub- 
jects, or deſerving at lealt an equal Toleration with Proteſtant 
Difſenters.” And what ſome of the latter have ſuffer'd on the \ 
account of their different ſentiments from the Eſtabliſhed Church, 

hath tempred them to ſo much Revenge , as that the leſs conft- - 
derate and judicious are too ready. to joyn with the Papsfts, or 

. any body, rather than -with thoſe by whom they have been op- 

' preſt: tho this be greatly to be lamented, yet it cannot much 

be wonder'd at ; tor Solomon tels us , that Oppreſſion will make * 
even a wiſe mad «Mad, And is it ſtrange that tome who do 
not ſee far before them , nor well conſider what they do,-and 
what forgiveneſs: the Goſpel. requires, ſhould be ready to ſay, , 
we were as good jopn-with the Papsfs, whopromiſe us our Li- 
berty , than adventure to be.Ruin'd by Proteſtants... That there 
is not now much ground to fear it, and therefore that no Pro- 
teſtant ought to act on ſuch a ſuppoſition , I ſhall endeavor to 
ſhow preſently, H 3, Fourthly. 


. 


Livy. 


- the preſervation of 


4 An Exhortation to Repetitante, - 
. | Fourthly, 'The Unity of the | Adverſaries of the Reformed Relis 
gion againſt us, notwithſtanding the: Differences among| them» 
elves, deſerve to be conſidered... We read of ten of eleven 
ſorts of men of ſeveral opiniens and ways in the marcters of Reli- 
gion, who all with one Conſent joyw'd againſt Son, Pfal; 83. 
5,6. Ten'Kings of the'Earthwere of one mind, to giveup their 
wer to'the Beaſt; and make war with the Lamb, 17 Rev. a3. 
The PopishClergy, that acknowledg the Headſhip.of the Infal- 
lible Man at Rome, agree in'their defires., and arebound toune 
their endeavors, for the Extirpation of the. Northern Herefie, i.e. 
the Reformed Religion. | And ſhall not we-agree and unites for 
01 common [ntereſt, againſt which ſo power- 

ful a Confederacy hath been and ftill is engaged ?-yiea, may we not 


A 


very well do ſo, Notwithſtanding our Difterences, if we can but 


'be wiſe and honeſt enough to forbear one another in love ? Sol- 
diers'of difterent Nations, habits , and cuſtoms,” may engage 
in the ſame-cauſe.: and/notwithſtanding their little quarrels with 
one another in their ReſpeEive Garriſons, may be unanimous 
(and therby ViEtorious,.) when they come inro the field. -In a 
'Battel between Hannibal and Scrpio, when the two Armies joy- 
ned, we read-that the «bouts of Scypio's men were far more Ter- 
rible than thoſe of Hamnibals, becaule being all Rgmans, they had 
almoſt all the ſame tone of yoice, whereas Hanmbals Army being 
made up ofſeveral Nations, their ſhouting was /ef formidable 'by 
reaſon of the Yariety of their voices; it will not"rheretore fol- 
low that their ſucceſs muſt be the leſs on that account. Our 
oppolition ro Popery might appear to them, and to the world, 
more formidable , it we were altogether of one ſpeech, and-of 
one Way, and our ſhouts more unitorm ; yet the. Succeſs may be 
as Great, and the Yittory as ſure , tho we are not, 'if we are 
but wiſe enough to bear with one another in 'our leſſer Dif-' 
ferences. 

Fifthly, Since none of us. do pretend to Infallibility , we have all 
the-realon in the world to bear with one another. The principles | 
of the Roman Church will better juſtifie them rodemand ablind 
Submiſſion. to all that is required , and to treat them ſeverely 
whorefulc it, 'thanany of the Proteſtant Churches with reference 
to one another. We all acknowledg' ourtelveslidbletomiſtake, 
and therfore ſhould uſe gentleneſs and Compaſſion to ourBrethren, 


. ÞÞAthat 


pom p 


that we think do Err ; and pit them upon the account of Hu+ 
thane frailty and fallibility z which all-would be more diſpoſed 
to do for others*, . had they a deeper ſenſe of their own, What 
two perſonsinthe world are juſt ofthe ſame Siſe of underſtanding, 
have the ſame apphrehenſions of things , or hold the ſame Opi- 
nions? What man in the world', but.as he grows elder, (and 
without loſing time, doth alſo grow wiſer) but altershis Opinions 
in many-points ? | Do not various Educations, callings, Studies, 
Company , imployments-, . intereſts & conditions in the world, 
make a mighty difference in the apphrehenſions of ſome from 
others , w, of all men from themſelves at different ſeaſogs? 
Beſides the various degrees of the grace of God to ſeveral Chri- 
- ſtians, &c. all which ſhould incline us, as fallible mutable Crea- 
tures ,-*to bear with one another, ' 'Fhe Papifts teach, that an 
impliſit faith in j--* gp ment of the Clergy is ſufficient rojuſtifie 
the belief and practiſe of the-People ,. and ſo may better exa&t an 
Uniformity in DoCtrine and Worſhip , than we who deny it ; 
and hold , . that every man muſt 7»dge for himſelf, - 

' It may farther be confidered ,. that men cannot change their 
Opinions when they pleaſe, any more than their Stature or their 
Taſte.. You may as ſoon fill a mans belly with a Syllogiſm , as 
alter his Opinionand Belief by Force, Till his Reaſon be convinc'r, 


he will believe as he'did. It any are willing to know the truth, . 


and endeayor it, and practiſe according to their light, and defire 
to live.peaceably with others of a different perſuaſion-z is it juſt 
and reaſonable, .much leſs Chriſtian , 'that they ſhould be perſe- 


 cuted and deſtroyed, .becauſe they will not ſubſcribe ſomedoubrful - 


Articles ,. cannot ſit within the little Circle of ſome mens Opi- 


nions that are uppermoſt ,” or conſent to worſhip God juſt after - 
the ſame' manner they would have them ?: Eſpecially they who - 
ſtand out to their outward Diſadvantage , whoſe temporal In- - 
tereſt pleads ſtrongly for a compliance z . in ſuch a caſe , there is - 


ground for Charity that they are fincere, 'Fhere is hardly any 
man but ſome time or other will allow ſuch Conſiderations : to- 


| have ſome ſtrength. ,, The word of God, faith Be. Saunderſor, cc, ,- 
doth Expreſly forbid us', to ſubject our Conſciences to any ſire, !e#:3, / 
,zother , or to uſurp Dominion over the Conſciences of any. Ana*$ *9 7%. 


tonſhould be reſtored to her former 


the wounds that. have been made 


' 9+ there is no hope that a 
: ” wider 


» Original. and Purity , t1 


And Union among Proteſtants. | T7 
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93 Wider by our. quarrels and diſſentions., being anointed with. 
»» the oyI of Brotherly love as with a Balfom ., ſhalt begin to 
 » Cloſe again, and to.grow intire into the ſame unity of faith 
and Charity. Bp. Taylor hath-much to-the fame purpoſe of 
moderation.., (not ro quote the \many places in_ his Liverty of 
Prophecy, ) in his Great Exempler , or Lite of Chriſt , he faith, 
»y Wethould ill dye for our Brother , who will not loſe a meal 
x0 prevent his fin , or change a diſh to ſave his foul. And if - 
-- the thing ſcrupled be Jzdifferent ro us , yet'it. ought not to 
» be rndifferent whether our Brother live er dye. ---»-= When 
4 6 oy Evil accafion*d by the-Law. is greater than the .Good deſigned, 
I 92 Or greater than.the Good that will come. by it .in the.preſenr - 
E.-* , Conſtirution of things, and-the-Evil-can by no other Remed | 
3, be healed, it concerns the Lawgivers Charity to- take off ſuch hs 
» poſitive Conſtitutions , which in the Authority ' are meerly E 
, humane , and in the matter different , and Evi in the. E 
239 VENT. ; "Y, ; ; E- ? Br 
 _ S#xthly, Let us confider the' Vnſcaſonableneſs of our Diviſions, 
and backwardneſs to Union and Forbearance , at this Time. 
Neither the Church of Eng/and , nor Proteſtant Diſſenters are | 
.everlike to have ſach'a time .of Tryal again as this , when mutual 
Intereſt doth ſo loudly call for an Accommodation of our unhappy 
—- Differences. -For not only doth the Heighth and progrels of 
Us - abounding Wickedne(s and .Impiety require the utmoſt Union 
7 of Hearts, and Hands, and Tongues, to promote Repentance » 
and Reformation; but we all do.zew fee the miſchief otour paſt | 
Diviſions, all Parties in their turns have been ſenſible of it. All 
have complain'd of a Spirit of Bitterneſs, Perſecution, and Re- 
venge.; and therfore none ſhould imitate that. which they con- F 
A .demn; or-be averſe to that, which ſometime orother rhey have 
ines, 27, thought defirable, The Diviſions of 1{rae! made them a.prey _ 


- $ec44921. totheir Enemies; and thoſe of the Zeus expoſed them to Deſtru- 
0 ction by the Remans, Which they might have prevented by an 
k.. carly Submiſſion, or by uniting their Strength to defend them- 
M . ſelves; bur by reaſon of their Diviſions, could do neither. So 
the conteſt berween the Greek and the Latin Church ended in 
.the Ruin of the Eaſtern Empire. And juſtly may God leave us 
to be deſtroyed of one another., or by-the Enemies of our Re- 
ligion , if we will not at laſt learn the way of Peace. Who, | 
ION -  W VE 4 
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will-pity/us-?; who: can helpius 5 if having a prize in our hands, 
we willnot know 1t, .or improve it? |! + es nth 


'Ought we not to conſider , that next to the Diſpleaſure' of © 
God tor the fins-of Englah Proteſtants ,| this is the preat frength'of 


the Church: of -Rome:,--and/their moſt Confiderable Advantage: 
__ us? We' need -not; otherwile fear their , other: Politicks, 
(tor which they have been-ſo cried up inthe World , tho-prin- 
cipally becauſe they fcrupled nothing: that would. ſerve as a means 
to attain their:end.: ) were we: duly ſenſible of this:one Policy of 
theirs, to divide,:and exafperate us. one: againſt another; The 
Preaching.'of their: Movks and Prieſts will of it ſelf do little to rurn! 
the. Naijon to Pepery : if we. may: Judge by their printed ſermons, 
they are notlike ro;get much ground by+their-Preachingamong 
aPeople,: who in moſt places have been uſed to ſo muchbetter. 


_ _Andas1little need we fear their books of Controverfie, notwith- 


ſtanding .the noiſe that' hath been made of the Learning of the 
Feſaites;, their ſtrength hath of- late been: tried', ro the irrepas 
rable ſhame (if they are capable of any, ) 'and.as much Eko « 
nour of the learned Divines of the Church of England. © Their 
Converting-books and; Pamphlets have+been ſo weak, and the 
Anſwers to. them fo. ſtrong and ſo many, that they are not like 
to prevail much that way neither; if Englich Proteſtants would but 
bear with one another, and not ſeek Revenge," which the jun&ture 
of Time doth diſſuade-from as unſeaſonable, as wellas our Com- 


mon Chriſtianity doth forbid as unlawful, which will appear , if 


we conſider, 

Seventhly, Whether it be not Improbable , that the Leading 
men of the Church 'of England ſhould hereafter commit the ſame 
Error again , to moleit; and-Perſecute their Brethren for the 


Differences between us and them. All the world now ſees at . 


what door a great part of the ſeverity againſt Proteſtant Difſen- 
ters ou val, > laid: (fo far as it was the ſin of others, I hope 
God will let them ſee ir, and give 'em Repentance.)) And there 
are very. many Pariſh Miniſters.in Eng/and , who are pious'and 
peaceable, who preach and live holily, and never did-cotifent ro 
the Perſecution of their Brethren , 'but endeavor'd ro-hinder it; 
I only with they had been wore. If it be ſaid, they are by conſe- 
gvence Partakers of ſuch « goilts it. bath: been, and muſt againbe 

plicd, that if God ſhould Charge ——— Conſequences 
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x-ther Nena \ Spore mary my mero either for Gale ; 
= munion now, or for 'Heaven hereafter. 
| faiiles/and*? miſcarriages of ſome; ſhould net ninaſns 
To: others: « Far ber'iv. | us0immagin ©rhats there 
ey :no-Paithful Miniſters 6F-Chrift ini 'England , ,-bur- ſuch. a& are 
+ = G8 our oy ritciples, and; particular” perfuxtions:t Ley us:mot;re-: 
, Auſerolove hoſe thatiare Good', becauſe-many' of their: Church 
| pr nora Isthere any Kingdom! or Country upoh Earth 
| en greaces part/ are not: bad > Is there any place where 
E1Reli 50//countenanc'r: and-encouraged by the overnments 
"ns Aur 019 25hg0- or for aro 234m $2 iy” 
> 'Bheift : of the! date ; England , as 
ro the; ſpirit: of Perſecution, many sto this: Fraxpale': 
-it will-be:good news to hear, "that the greare 0 ve of. his Bre« 
threw are of hismind 2 rhar-=l{Prot. Diſeners migho belzeve; 
_—_ thoowifefbahd moit teading-menof that Church, -do{cetheir 
Error, (their jw. too.,: mightbe! added; ifirbean efſential Baght | 
-flhinhane naturezias Dr. . #3 faith; for every man rs Wordhip 
God*according. ro-his- conviction:) And we: have great.Reaſ6n ' 
to hope; that-they will not again uſe: ſeverny to their, Brethren) 
Wet fitſhovld-ever bein: Their: Powers butccome roa'Tempercin/alic | 
Es" "matters of Conforntiry;asthe ſeyen Biſhops have undentherhands 
K declared their diſpoſiton todo; : Andin the tmean time;j.onc of 
the: Articles whiele: bbs AcBiſhop- of Canterbary bath recommens 
ded to the Biſhops, under his: ms eg , is a Tender Regardro 
their Brethren , the Proteſtant ifenters:; At the ſame rmieattaring 
us,and ajl/rhe World, thar theyare really and: (mcerely:frreton. 
@leable Enemies'to the Errors; Supctfticions,]ldolatrics,. and/Fyr 
xiprics of the Chrrah of Rome: andirhar all.che unkind Jcaloakies 
« i9 th©Countrary, have:been alcogevher' 'prountlels, po 
Et! us'nor therefore berover ſenſible 'of paſt Injuries: ro the 
Flindtapee: of: Concord for the'common Goodz-left: we-wrongrhe 
Shurch of Chrith4.aqd.negle& rhe ſecurnpof the Reformed Re. 
gion and: KS erred of:Poſtevicy,; breaue 
hers have. wronged us . Foptiowever'the /r fates may new picard 
» r-Enberry:ob Contviencey.no ProveſftantCErivifh, ov Irichietpes - 
Io Sally): burmuſtneeds know; thavefall Religions inthe W 
the Rowmwh, by their avowed Pfinciples,,. is obliged co be: the 
aſd: Cruel: -Riipmatapiour diyifiods ore ter ad RR 
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* Laff, Conſider that we Agree with-the |Chureti of Bugind © | | 
ir} greds arid 4wany things , and: thoſe thin > whereia-wodifes are — + - | 
coat -A final; nbd! cheeefore . maurual .0 


1d Coricord is poſſibies, ns well as defircabie.' "Yea-thofsthitigg 
= i in are' Hatred atid\firuck ar bythe Chunch of Rove, 
are'not ſuch” Dot#riner,, or modes: of Worgp , wheremn we differ 
from them”; bur ?ris for the ſake of thof# rhinge wherein WE agree- 
, with rhe Chureh”of England; -aud therefore in prudente were 
INE zoufe their cauſe, as our own, -  :: id C208} 7 
'Fhe 'Reader' thay cafily perceive , thar all that I' lnve faid'te- 
4<- - hates th the Univn'sf Proveſfanteamiong themiclves,: who," itho! af 
2 different Per ſuafions in ſome External and Ciroupdtantia}chi 
dv hot the Head), 2 Coloff: rg. and-agree in the main and Efſenrial 
Do&ririts vt Faitf > Bur-as ro:the Church of .Xem<, which:pep 
. verts, the Chriſtian Faith , maintains and praQtiſeth /do/atry and Eiſe 
Worſhip, and the declared Enemy to all Proteſtants, and by her 
Conſtitutions doth oblige all her Members under an Anathema, to 
root out, and to deſtroy them as Hereticks : how far thoſe of 
her Communion may be tolerated in a Proteſtant Country , 
wittioor firror-Danger;-15 a matter too large at prefent to-dilave 
* _ upon, Irwould ſcem very ſtrange and Irrational for any Partyof v 
Proteſtants to ſtrengthen the Papiſts, and contribute to their being F 
- ſer up in-Power and Authoriy , eſpecially in the Legiſlative 
power, in oppoſition to ;hole of the Chprch of England, as fearing 
' that theſe will not eſtabliſh andallow them Liberty of Conſcience; 
and imagining that the Papiſ/s il, who depend upon a forreign 
Power , and are not maſters of their own Conſciences, but have 
ſubjetel them to another, whom they ſuppoſe Infallible; Sure- 
Iy trom the Members of the Church of Enfland we-otmmrthc 
rather to believe and hope' this, becauſe they have of late deſerved 
ſo very well of all Proteſtants, bya vigorous and learned oppoſi- FE 
tion to Popery, in a great number of (ele&. Diſcourſes upon all n# 
the Conſiderable pointsin Controverſic between usand the Chargy . "0 
of Rome. And having done ſo much to keep out Popery as to 
the Dofrine , let us hope, and pray , and. charitably believe, 
that they will alſo do their urmoſt hereafter ro prevent 'Perſecu- 
/ - tion, Which is one of the worſt Parts of Popery 1n Pradtzce. Tn 
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